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1. Call to Order 

 

2. Approval of October, 2016 Minutes   

 

3. Agenda Items 

a. SECB Committee’s, Primary & Alternate (IPAWS) – Tretter 

b. Metro Mobility Participation Plan Change – Dana Rude 

c. Change Management - Metro Zone Changes – Tretter 

d. COMT Packet – Marvin Turner 

e. COML Packet – Marvin Turner 

f. COMT Packet – Guy Johnson 

 

4. Moves, Additions & Changes to the System 

a. Update on Removal of Voting from Interoperability System – Jansen 

b. Removal of dual naming on metro channels in Statusboard - Jansen 

 

5. Committee Reports 

a. Metro Mobility System Usage Update—Chad LeVasseur/Dana Rude 

b. System Manager’s Group/Metro Owner’s Group Update – Jansen 

c. Scene of Action Repeater (SOAR) Workgroup – Olson / Kummer 

d. LTAC-E Change Management Workgroup 

e. National Weather Service Standard Workgroup – Tretter/Anderson/Krause 

f. Reports from SECB Committees 

i. Steering - Tretter 

ii. OTC – Jansen / Gundersen 

iii. Interoperable Data Committee – Olson / Thompson 

iv. IOC – Jansen / Kummer 

g. 2017 Interoperability Conference – Tretter / Timm 

i. Conference Dates: May 1-3, 2017 

 

6. Other Business 

a. Regional Talkgroup Permissions Updates 

i. Red Cross – Rick Juth / Bill Schmidt 

ii. CN Railroad – Rick Juth 

b. Next Meeting January 25th 

c. 2017 Meeting Dates 

 

7. Adjourn 

Ulie Seal, Chair 

MEMBERS: 

 

Ulie Seal, Chair 

    MN Fire Chiefs Association 

 

Ron Jansen, Vice Chair 

    Dakota County 

 

Jake Thompson 

    Anoka County  

 

Tim Walsh 

Carver County 

 

Rod Olson 

    City of Minneapolis 

 

Jon Eckel 

    Chisago County 

 

John Gundersen 

    Hennepin County 

 

Bob Shogren 

 Isanti County 

 

Jeff Bjorklund 

    Metropolitan Airports       

Commission 

 

Chad LeVasseur 

    Metropolitan Council 

 

Dave Pikal 

    Ramsey County 

 

Scott Haas 

    Scott County 

 

Chuck Steier  

U of M Police, at large 

member 

 

Nate Timm 

    Washington County 

 

 

 

Open 

    Metro Region EMS 

 

Open 

   MN Chiefs of Police  

      Association 
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Metropolitan Emergency Services Board 

Radio Technical Operations Committee 

Meeting Notes 

October 26, 2016 

 

 
Members Present 
Dana Rude; Curt Meyer; Ron Jansen; Nate Timm; Chad LeVasseur; Iver Johnson; Jake Thompson; Scott 
Haas; John Gundersen; Jon Eckel; Chuck Steier; Jeff Bjorklund; Rod Olson; Dave Pikal; Peter Sauter 
 
Guests Present:  

Jill Rohret, MESB; Troy Tretter, MESB; Martha Ziese, MESB; Carrie Oster, Chris Meier, Motorola; Steve 
Ouradnik, MN DOC; Scott Wosje, Northland Business Systems; Rick Juth, ECN. 
 
Call to Order: 
Ron Jansen called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M.   
 
Minutes of the September 28, 2016 Meeting  

 

Dave Pikal asked that the MAC electrical issue encountered last night be added to the agenda as a 
discussion item. 
 

M/S/C Motion made by Bjorklund to approve September 28, 2016 minutes and the October 26, 2016 agenda 

as amended. Haas seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Agenda Items: 

 

Radio TOC Chair & Vice-chair elections 

The floor was opened to nominations for the 2017 Chair.  Gundersen motioned to nominate Scott Haas.  

Nate Timm seconded. Motion carried. 

 

The floor was opened to nominations for the 2017 Vice- Chair. Jake Thompson nominated Ron Jansen. 

Nate Timm seconded. Motion carried. 

 

SECB Committees, Primary & Alternate (IOC, OTC, IDC)  

Operations & Technical Committee (OTC) 

Nate Timm volunteered to be the alternate for the 2017 OTC. Ron Jansen seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Interoperable Data Committee (IDC) 

M/S/C Motion made by Eckel to reelect Jake Thompson and Rod Olson as primary and alternate to the 2017 

IDC. Gundersen seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Interoperable Communications Committee (IOC) 

M/S/C Motion made by Jansen to nominate Jake Thompson as primary to the 2017 IOC. Johnson seconded. 

Motion carried. 

 
Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS) 

Tretter noted that the committee only had Scott Williams from Ramsey County and no alternate.  Tretter 
said he had not heard from Scott Williams if he is interested in still attending.   
 
Scott Hass suggested we wait until we hear back from Ramsey County. 
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The alternate to the IPAWS committee will be tabled until November meeting. 

 

Regional Funding Priorities  

Tretter referenced the MEMO in the meeting packet that was drafted based upon recommendations 
received.  He noted that the grants will also be in conjunction with the 911 TOC for all future grants, 
Tretter is asking that the Radio TOC prioritize the Radio items.  
 
Rohret said that the MESB will ask staff for recommendations for prioritizing, but that GIS will 
undoubtedly be ranked as a high priority. It is not known how DPS and ECN will separate the funds 
between 9-1-1 and Radio. The idea behind establishing funding priorities is that the projects will be ready 
to go when funding becomes available. 
 
Tretter outlined each of the items and assigned estimated costs to each:  
 
Motorola Provided Training: $20,000-25,000 
TIC Plan and CASM Maintenance: $1000 
Communications Response Task Force Training: $500 
Unlicensed Portable Microwave Dish: $18,000 
Interoperable Communications Conference Attendance: $2,000-3,000 
 
Scott Haas recommended the list be prioritized as: 
1) Motorola technical training and associated hardware upgrade 
2) TIC Plan and CASM maintenance 
3) CRTF Training 
4) Interop conference attendance, and the Portable Tower removed from list 
 
M/S/C Motion made by Eckel to approve funding priorities as stated above including the Portable 

Microwave dish, if there is funding available.  Haas seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Metro Zone Changes 

Tretter briefed that included with the packet is an ICS217A with the prosed changes.  Tretter is asking for 
a motion on the additional channels to the ME Interop Zone, so that the affected standards can be 
modified and presented at the next TOC.  
 
M/S/C Motion made by Gundersen to open up ME TAC 1-4, adding two additional unencrypted ME TACs and 

adding two encrypted ME TACs. Timm seconded. Motion carried.  Jansen recommended a workgroup be 

formed to assist with the standards development. 

 

Rohret asked for clarification if the recommendation was for a standardized metro zone or just for the 

naming of the new channels. Jansen said these are the talk groups we have it does not specify order, so no we 

don’t’ have a standardized order. Nate Timm would support one. Next month’s agenda should have key 

questions. 

 

CN Railroad Police Participation Plan 

Rick Juth told members that the CN Railroad Police Department is going before the SECB November 8, 
2016 to seek approval to join the ARMER system. He said they are licensed officers from the state. 
Minnesota is of the three states in the country that doesn’t recognize railroad police as law enforcement.  
 
Tretter noted that Burlington Northern and Canadian Pacific Railroad also are allowed on the ARMER 
system for interoperability for the similar purposes.  Tretter referred to Jake Thompson from as to the 
history of sponsorship of Burlington Northern.  Jake stated they have had no issues.   
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Rick Juth said they understand they will have to check out the requested channels on Status board. It will 
go back to the IOC for approval after the OTC. 
 
Nate Timm said that no training has been mentioned, it was recommended by John Eckel that SA Black 
should attend system administrator training for his role. 
 
MAC Electrical issue 

Dave Pikal said that at 3am were power issues setting off UPS alarms the MAC site, it impacted Rasmey, 
Hennepin and the MAC, he asked for clarification on what the problem was.   
 
Jeff Bjorklund said he is still gathering information on what happened.  There was a power cutover that 
should have not have affected the site and they are normally kept in the loop if there are outages that 
would affect the site.  He is not sure what happened to cause the main breaker to trip at the site.  He said 
another outage is schedule for October 26th and they will have an electrician on site.  
 
John Gundersen asked if they need to have someone from Hennepin on site, Jeff said they do not need to 
send someone.   
 
Moves, Additions & Changes to the System 

Anoka County Water Tower Sites Repainting 

Jake said that they are complete and the STR tower has been returned to Bloomington, he said the project 
took about a year. 
 

Update on Removal of Voting from Interoperability System 

Ron Jansen said everything is done, except for the FEDCOM installation at Hennepin County Government 
Center, and VMED28 to Kingstack. 
 
Removal of dual naming on metro channels in Status board 

Statewide Status board workgroup will discuss at the November 2nd meeting about removing the dual 
naming. 
 
IP Simulcast Conversion 

John Eckel said that the October North Branch conversion went very well. 
 
Committee Reports 

Metro Mobility System Usage Update 

Dan Rude said some changes will be brought before the TOC next month. There is another meeting with 
Trapeze next week. 
 
System Manager’s Group/Metro Owner’s Group Update  

No SMG meeting. Motorola gave a presentation to the MOG on the 7.15 punch list this month. 
 
Scene of Active Repeater (SOAR) workgroup 

This went through Finance and there were no issues reported, but there were questions from Micha 
Meyers (Central) as to why this was still in change management since the requesting agencies already 
have workarounds.   
 

LTAC-E Change Management Workgroup 

Reported the state had not met since the last report. 
 
Reports from SECB Committees  
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• Steering- Tretter: Reported did not meet, but there will be a proposal for St. Cloud IV&D 
installation, looking like they may be doing an enhanced setup.  ECN does not want the state to 
incur any charges.  Motorola will be there to present this at the next steering committee. 

 

MNVOAD/Red Cross/DRO’s being administrative control of DHS (Bill Schmidt) Going to the 
Steering before it goes to the OTC.  Steering was were the MnVOAD participation / standard was 
addressed, since they had a subscriber only agreement with the MESB, the DRO talkgroups went 
statewide and so do the Red Cross wanting to get on ARMER outside of the Metro.  DHS (Schmidt) 
wanted to be their sponsor, MnDOT said no because DHS was not a system owner.   

 

• OTC – Jansen / Gundersen: Approval of the Metro Changes (Hennepin, HCMC, Anoka).  Tretter 
Noted there was quite a bit of interest by the MESB Executive Committee on WAVE.  Jake 
presented and will be at the Full MESB Meeting in November. 

 

• IDC – Thomson/Olson: No report as it was during the CRTF quarterly exercise.  Rick Juth reported 
the progress with the 3 workgroups for FirstNet over the next 8 weeks in relation to the review of 
the draft state plan. 

 

• IOC – Jansen / Kummer: – No report, no meeting this month. 

 

2017 Interoperability Conference – Tretter/Timm: Tretter reported they had the first meeting, Ron 
Whitehead is the chair on a volunteer basis.  Stromberg will be the vice chair.  Just reviewed the last 
meeting and audience for the 2017.  Possibly change the name of the conference as to not just be about 
radio.  Next Meeting will be November 3rd at 2pm.   Tretter to report any suggestions to Nate Timm or 
himself in regards to the conference.   
 
Scott Hass said the NG 911 sessions were pretty much the same session and asked they have more diverse 
items for the NG 911 classes. 
 

Other Business 

Regional Talkgroup Permissions Updates: None 

 

TOC appointments: Tretter said if there are any changes to the list, to let him know.   
 

Next Meeting November 23, 2016. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:47pm. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

MEMO 
 
To: Radio TOC Members 

Fr: Troy Tretter 

Date: November 17th, 2016 

RE: 2017 Radio TOC Chair & Vice Chair Elections, SECB Committee Appointments 

             

 

Annually in the fall, the RTOC holds elections for the TOC Chair and Vice Chair for the next calendar 

year.   In addition, the review and change as necessary, appointments of metro representatives to the 

following SECB Committees. 

 

The following list shows the 2017 membership appointments and commitments:  

 

Metro Radio TOC  

(Monthly, 4th Wednesday of the Month, 1-3pm)  

Chair: Scott Haas, Scott County 

Vice Chair: Ron Jansen, Dakota County 

 

SECB Operations and Technical Committee (OTC) 

(Monthly, 2nd Tuesday of the Month, 1-3pm) 

Primary: John Gundersen, Hennepin County 

Alternate: Nate Timm, Washington County 

 

SECB Interoperable Data Committee (IDC) 

(Monthly, 3rd Tuesday of the Month, 10am-12pm) 

Primary: Jake Thompson, Anoka County 

Alternate: Rod Olson, City of Minneapolis 

 

SECB Interoperable Communications Committee (IOC) 

(Bi-monthly, 3rd Tuesday of the Month, 1-3pm) 

Primary: Jake Thompson, Anoka County 

Alternate: Chris Kummer, Metropolitan Airports Commission 

 

SECB Integrated Public Alter and Warning System (IPAWS) 

(3rd Thursday of every other month- January, March, May, July, September, November, 1-3pm) 

Primary: Scott Williams, Ramsey County 

Alternate: Vacant 



 

 

 

Mr. Troy Tretter 

Regional Radio Services Coordinator 

Metropolitan Emergency Services Board 

2099 University Avenue West 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Mr. Tretter, 

 

Please consider this letter a request by Metro Mobility for a change in its participation plan. 

 

Background 

Metro Mobility is required under Minnesota Statute 174.30 Operating Standards, Special Transportation 

Services (STS) Regulation 8840.5925 to equip all vehicles for two-way voice communications. Metro Mobility 

currently is using approximately 364 radio IDs with 6 talk groups active. This number includes consoles, back-

ups, and handhelds in addition to mobile radios. 

 

Change Request 

Metro Mobility would like to move all dispatch MCC7100 consoles currently equipping its providers to direct 

connection with ARMER via two leased T1s. Doing this would eliminate the need to use the Metropolitan 

Council’s enterprise network as a primary link in the dispatch system. The use of the Metropolitan Council’s 

enterprise network and the related network translation equipment has proved somewhat problematic in terms 

of system reliability. 

 

Impact on ARMER 

It is not anticipated that using direct connections to the core will adversely affect Metro Mobility’s airtime use, 

nor is it anticipated that this change would materially improve use rates. It is assumed that the elimination of 

the council’s enterprise network, network translation equipment, and proxy server will contribute to improved 

reliability for Metro Mobility and will probably enhance overall system security.  

 

Thank you 

 

 

Dana E. Rude 

Project Administrator 

Metro Mobility, Metropolitan Council 
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MEMO 
 
To: Radio TOC Members 

Fr: Troy Tretter 

Date: December 15, 2016 

RE: Metro Interoperability Zone change and standard updates 

             

 

Based upon the TOC vote to the metro interoperability channels in October 2016, a workgroup was 

formed to review the implementation and standards that would be affected. On November 10th, the 

workgroup met comprised of the following members: Rod Olson, City of Minneapolis; Nate Timm, 

Washington County; Curt Meyer, Hennepin County, and Troy Tretter, MESB.   

 

An implantation schedule was determined to coincide with the State change management, roughly 24 

months, ending December 31st, 2018.  It his highly recommended that agencies that may be involved 

in Super Bowl 52, are programmed by the end of 2017.  It was recognized that Minneapolis would be 

the exception as they will not be replacing their fleet until 2020. 

 

The MESB will be responsible for the ME TAC11E and 12E encryption key and procedures will be 

detailed at the Metro Owners Group (MOG). 

 

The recommendation from the workgroup would be to accept the timeline and the changes to the 

standards. 

 

The following are the summary of the standard changes: 

 

• 3.10.0 - Recommended Interoperability Channels & Talkgroups for U.S. Government Radios 

= Page 1, Section 2, Constraints: Reference to Encryption.  Page 5 & 6= Change to Metro 

Interop Zone. 

 

• 3.14.0 – Use of Metro ARMER ME TACs.  Change to section 3, Operational Context, Section 4, 

Recommended Protocol/Standard, and Section 5. Recommended Procedure. 

 

• 3.20.0 – Use of Metro Regional 800 MHz Common Talk Groups – METPHs: Change to Page 2, 

Section 4, Public Heath Zone references ATAC 1-4. 

 

• 3.31.0 - ARMER System StatusBoard Application Talkgroup or Channel Minimum 

Requirements: Pages 2 & 3, Section 4. Recommended Protocol/ Standard: References the old 



transitional time between the last change management and lists the ME TAC’s.  Update the 

pending LTAC E changes. 

 

• 3.34.0 - Metropolitan Region Cache Radio Standard Programming: Page 3, Changes to the 

Metro Regional Interop Zone. 

 

• 5.2.0 - Disaster Relief Organization Access: Bottom of Page 2, 4. Recommended Protocol/ 

Standard: Lists ME TAC5-8. (will be reviewed following the state standard change) 

 

• Appendix 2 – Definitions & Acronyms: Page 6, updates to ME TAC in the table 

 

 

On behalf of the workgroup chair, Ron Jansen.   

 

Troy Tretter 

MESB. 
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1.  Purpose or Objective 

To establish policy for recommended interoperability channels and talk groups for U.S. 

Government radios. 

 

2.  Technical Background: 

� Capabilities 

These channels and talk groups can be programmed into user VHF, UHF and 800 MHz ARMER 

radios, incident command posts and emergency operations centers. These nationwide, 

statewide and region-wide channels and talk groups can meet a wide range of interoperability 

needs and can function as the primary communications component in local, regional, 

statewide and national plans.  

 

� Constraints 

The availability of and the use of these channels and talk groups must be easily understood by 

radio user personnel who are primarily concerned with their mission and not with the 

operation of radios under stressful conditions. Because U.S. Government agencies may need to 

work with any local agency in any part of the state, it is highly recommended that when 

agencies purchase 800 MHz ARMER system radios, they obtain radios that have displays, are 

capable of DES-OFB encryption, and allow a minimum of 10 zones.     

 

3.  Operational Context: 

These channels and talk groups can be used to facilitate communications among agencies and 

service branches that typically do not communicate with each other on a regular day to day 

basis and to support effective command and management of major incidents under the NIMS 

protocols. 
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4.  Recommended Protocol/ Standard: 

It is recommended that U.S. Government agencies program selected nationwide, statewide 

and region-wide interoperability channels into their day to day VHF and UHF radios that can 

be patched to the ARMER trunked system. It is also recommended that U.S. Government 

agencies each acquire a small quantity of 800 MHz P25 trunked radios for use on the ARMER 

trunked system and direct interoperability with state and local users. A list of recommended 

shared interoperability resources is attached to this Standard. Specific programming 

information will be provided to the federal agency’s technical personnel upon request. 

 

5.  Recommended Procedure: 

 

Best Practices Encouraged 

All agencies are encouraged to follow practices outlined by the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security SAFECOM Program. Key elements of SAFECOM include: 

 

• Regional and statewide interoperability SOPs for incident response should be 

developed and should be molded to conform to the elements of the National Incident 

Management System.  

• Users should be provided with regular comprehensive training on the interoperability 

SOPs. 

• Interoperability SOPs should be tested through realistic exercises to address potential 

problems.  

• The interoperability systems and SOPs should be used every day for managing routine 

as well as emergency incidents requiring interoperability. In this optimal solution, 

users are familiar with the operation of the system and routinely work in concert with 

one another. 

• Trained Communications Unit Leaders should be developed to assist with incident 

pre-plans and to provide on-scene incident support by managing communications and 

apply available technical solutions at larger or unexpected interoperability incidents. 

 

6.  Management 

The MESB’s Radio Technical Operations Committee and the Interoperability Subcommittee 

will periodically review and update the recommended resource listing attached to this 

document. 
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VHF CHANNELS 

 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED ELIGIBILITY 

  

FEDCOM-MP ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

FEDCOM-SP ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

VCALL10 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

VTAC14R ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

LE-2 LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

IR-2 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

VLAW31 LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

VTAC11 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

  

OPTIONAL ELIGIBILITY 

  

VTAC12 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

VTAC13 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

VTAC14 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

MNCOMM ALL FFEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

VFIRE23 FIRE SUPPRESSION ONLY 

VMED28 MEDICAL ONLY 

HTAC-3 PUBLIC SAFETY ONLY 

 

 

UHF CHANNELS 

 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED ELIGIBILITY 

  

UTAC41 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

LE-12 LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

IR-12 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

  

OPTIONAL ELIGIBILITY 

  

UCALL40 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

UCALL40D ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

UTAC41D ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

UTAC42 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

UTAC42D ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

UTAC43 ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 

UTAC43D ALL FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS 
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700 MHz CONVENTIONAL CHANNELS 

 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED ELIGIBILITY 

  

7SOA1 ALL USERS 

7SOA2 ALL USERS 

7SOA3 ALL USERS 

7SOA4 ALL USERS 

7SOA5 ALL USERS 

7SOA6 ALL USERS 

7SOA7 ALL USERS 

7SOA8 ALL USERS 

7SOA9 ALL USERS 

7SOA10 ALL USERS 

7SOA11 ALL USERS 

7SOA12 ALL USERS 

 

 

ARMER 800MHz CONVENTIONAL CHANNELS AND TALKGROUPS 

 

 

CONVENTIONAL ELIGIBILITY 

  

8CALL90 ALL USERS 

8CALL90D ALL USERS 

8TAC91 ALL USERS 

8TAC91D ALL USERS 

8TAC92 ALL USERS 

8TAC92D ALL USERS 

8TAC93 ALL USERS 

8TAC93D ALL USERS 

8TAC94 ALL USERS 

8TAC94D ALL USERS 

8SOA1 ALL USERS 

8SOA2 ALL USERS 

8SOA3 ALL USERS 

8SOA4 ALL USERS 

FSOA-1 FIRE/EMS ONLY 

FSOA-2 FIRE/EMS ONLY 

  

STATEWIDE TALKGROUPS ELIGIBILITY 

  

Deleted: PSOA-1 [8SOA3] ... [1]
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LTAC1 LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

LTAC2 LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

LTAC3 LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

LTAC4 LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

STAC1 ALL USERS 

STAC2 ALL USERS 

STAC3 ALL USERS 

STAC4 ALL USERS 

STAC5 ALL USERS 

STAC6 ALL USERS 

STAC7 ALL USERS 

STAC8 ALL USERS 

STAC9 ALL USERS 

STAC10 ALL USERS 

STAC11 ALL USERS 

STAC12 ALL USERS 

STAC13E ENCRYPTED ALL USERS 

STAC14E ENCRYPTED ALL USERS 

BCATAC7 LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

LTAC5E ENCRYPTED LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

LTAC6E ENCRYPTED LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

LTAC7E ENCRYPTED LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

LTAC8E ENCRYPTED LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY 

SIU1E ENCRYPT. LAW ENF. TASK FORCE ONLY 

SIU2E ENCRYPT. LAW ENF. TASK FORCE ONLY 

SIU3E ENCRYPT. LAW ENF. TASK FORCE ONLY 

SIU4E ENCRYPT. LAW ENF. TASK FORCE ONLY 

  

SEMTAC All USERS 

  

MDH-EM1 PUBLIC HEALTH – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

MDH-EM2 PUBLIC HEALTH – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

  

METRO REGION TALKGROUPS ELGIBILITY 

  

ME TAC1 ALL USERS 

ME TAC2 ALL USERS 

ME TAC3 ALL USERS 

ME TAC4 ALL USERS 

ME TAC5 ALL USERS 

ME TAC6 ALL USERS 

ME TAC7 ALL USERS 

Deleted: PUBLIC SAFETY ONLY
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Deleted: PUBLIC SAFETY ONLY
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ME TAC8 ALL USERS 

ME TAC9 ALL USERS 

ME TAC10 ALL USERS 

ME TAC11E ENCRYPTED LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY* 

ME TAC12E ENCRYPTED LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY* 

*Agencies not included in the MESB JPA, requires written permission from the MESB for the 

ME TACE talk groups 

  

METPH1 PUBLIC HEALTH ONLY 

METPH2 PUBLIC HEALTH ONLY 

METPH3 PUBLIC HEALTH ONLY 

METPH4 PUBLIC HEALTH ONLY 

  

ME RVR HAIL PUBLIC SAFETY ONLY 

ME RVR OPS PUBLIC SAFETY ONLY 

  

METEM ALL USERS 

  

CENTRAL REGION TALKGROUPS ELIGIBILITY 

  

CM CALL ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 2 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 3 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 4 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 5 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 6 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 7 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 8 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 9 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 10 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 11 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

CM 12 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

  

NORTHEAST REGION TALKGROUPS ELGIBILITY 

NE CALL ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 2 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 3 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 4 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 5 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 6 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 7 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 8 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 
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NE 9 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 10 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 11 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NE 12 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

  

NORTHWEST REGION TALKGROUPS ELGIBILITY 

NW CALL ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 2 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 3 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 4 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 5 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 6 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 7 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 8 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 9 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 10 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 11 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

NW 12 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

  

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION TALKGROUPS ELIGIBILITY 

SR CALL ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 2 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 3 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 4 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 5 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 6 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 7 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 8 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 9 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 10 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 11 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SR 12 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

  

SOUTHEAST REGION TALKGROUPS ELIGIBIITY 

SE CALL ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 2 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 3 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 4 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 5 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 6 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 7 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 8 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 
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SE 9 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 10 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 11 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 12 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 13 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SE 14E ENCRYPT. ALL USERS – REQUIRES 

PERMISSION 

SE 15E ENCRYPT. ALL USERS – REQUIRES 

PERMISSION 

  

SOUTHWEST REGION TALKGROUPS ELIGIBILITY 

SW CALL 1 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC2 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC3 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC4 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC5 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC6 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC7 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC8 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC9 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC10 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC11 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC12 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 

SW TAC13 ALL USERS – REQUIRES PERMISSION 
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PSOA-1 [8SOA3] PUBLIC SAFETY ONLY [ALL USERS] 

PSOA-2 [8SOA4] PUBLIC SAFETY ONLY [ALL USERS] 

ASOA-1[ 8SOA1 ALL USERS 
 

 



 

 

METRO 3.14.0 – ME TACs 1   

METRO REGION 

800 MHz Trunked Regional Public Safety Radio System  

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 
 

Document Section: 3.  Interoperability 

Guidelines 

Radio TOC Recommendation 

Sub-Section: METRO 3.14.0 Date: 5/24/01 

Procedure Title: Use of Metro ARMER  

ME TACs  

 

Date Established: 1/6/2001 MESB Approval - Signature: 

Replaces Document Dated: 11/18/2015  

Date Revised: 12/21/16 06/01/01 

 

1.  Purpose or Objective 

To establish policy & procedures for use of the metro region ARMER ME TAC 1-8 talkgroups.  

These talkgroups are a region-wide resource to facilitate communications between agencies 

that typically do not communicate with each other on a regular basis. This policy will serve to 

minimize usage conflicts when an interoperability talkgroup is needed for an event. 

 

2.  Technical Background: 

� Capabilities 

It is possible to have access to ME TAC talkgroups in radios used by metro agencies that share 

use of the ARMER system.  These common talkgroups can be used for a wide range of 

intercommunication when coordination of activities between personnel of different agencies 

is needed on an event.  Patching of the talkgroups can be done to any single non-hard patched 

conventional resource, other common talkgroups or to private talkgroups as needed to 

facilitate communications for an event.  

 

� Constraints 

Some of these talkgroups may be used as part of a soft patch to common VHF channels that 

are restricted for use by personnel of specific services such as the VLAW31 VHF frequency 

may only be used by law enforcement and EMS personnel. The dispatch center creating the 

patch is responsible for checking for proper talkgroup authorizations when creating soft 

patches.  

 

Because many different agencies may be communicating with one another, for purposes of 

safety, plain English/common terminology must be used when communicating on these 

regional resources. The use of ten codes is not permitted. This pertains to direct or indirect 

(when in soft patch) use of these regional resources. 

 

The availability of and the use of these talkgroups should be easily understood by radio user 

personnel who are primarily concerned with their mission.  
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ME TACs are not to be used for an internal event. Private, other tactical, administrative or 

common talkgroups are for internal agency communications. ME TACs should be used 

only when interoperability with external agencies is needed or is likely.  

 

ME TAC’s 1-10 shall not be encrpypted 

 

ME TAC’s 11E & 12E are always encrypted 

 

Any metro region-wide ARMER talkgroup can be in only one patch at a time. 

 

3.  Operational Context: 

These talkgroups are metro- region resources to facilitate communications between agencies 

that typically do not communicate with each other on a regular basis. 

 

ME TAC1-10 are available for use by all users. 

 

ME TAC11E-12E are available for Law Enforcement Only 

 

Agencies not included in the MESB JPA, requires written permission from the MESB for the 

ME TACE talk groups 

 

4.  Recommended Protocol/ Standard: 

 

ME TAC 1-10 TALK GROUPS 

TG Requirements  For Whom? 

Highly Recommended All public safety and public service mobiles, 

portables, PSAPs  

Recommended All public safety and public service mobiles, 

portables, PSAPs  

Optional None 

Not Allowed None 

 

 

Cross Patch Standard YES / NO To TalkGroups 

Soft Patch Optional As Needed 

Hard Patch No  

 

In order to meet the communications needs for an event, the ME TAC1-10 talkgroups may 

be patched to: 

• Conventional RF resources, such as VHF, UHF etc. 

• Private agency talkgroups, such as dispatch mains, tactical talkgroups etc. 

• Direct patches between the ME TAC talkgroups, although this would not be preferred as 

a method of resolving communications needs. 
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ME TAC11E-12E TALK GROUPS 

TG Requirements  For Whom? 

Highly Recommended All Law Enforcement mobiles, portables, 

PSAP’s primarily supporting Law 

Enforcement 

Recommended All Law Enforcement mobiles, portables, 

PSAP’s primarily supporting Law 

Enforcement 

Optional None 

Not Allowed Non-Law Enforcement Users 

 

Cross Patch Standard YES / NO To TalkGroups 

Soft Patch Optional As Needed* 

Hard Patch No  

 

ME TAC11E & 12E talk groups may only patched to another encrypted talk group, ADP, 

DES, or AES encryption.  

 

The "Status Board" application will be used to manage the talkgroup resources. 

 

The ME TAC talkgroups shall only be used when there is a significant need for 

interagency communications and other suitable means for interagency 

communications are unavailable, to avoid a reduction in availability of this resource 

when it is needed for important events. 

 

None of the ME TAC talkgroups shall be part of any system configured multi-group. 

 

The ME TAC recording procedure falls under ARMER Standard 3.7.0—Recording 

Interoperability Channels and Talkgroups. 

 

It is highly recommended that metro region ARMER system public safety dispatch consoles 

have all the ME TAC talkgroups available for patching. 

 

If an agency elects to not program a sufficient quantity of these tactical talkgroups, it is 

the individual agency's responsibility to understand that they will be limiting their 

ability to communicate with other agencies during an emergency event. The agency 

will be responsible to resolve its interagency communications methods during an 

event. 

 

5.  Recommended Procedure: 

The pool talkgroups may either be used directly, or be patched to other resources to meet 

the communications needs of an event.  

 

Deleted: 5-8 [ATAC]

Deleted: public safety and public service mobiles, portables, 

PSAPs

Deleted: ¶

Deleted: None

Deleted: ¶

¶

In order to meet the communications needs for an event, the ME 

TAC talkgroups may be patched to:¶

Conventional RF resources, such as VHF, UHF etc.¶

Private agency talkgroups, such as dispatch mains, tactical 

talkgroups etc.¶

Direct patches between the ME TAC talkgroups, although this 

would not be preferred as a method of resolving 

communications needs.

Formatted:  No bullets or numbering

Formatted: Underline

Deleted: ¶

It is highly recommended that public safety radio users program 

a sufficient quantity of ME TAC talkgroups into their subscriber 

radios to meet their interagency communications needs, starting 

with ME TAC1 & ME TAC5. ¶

¶

It is highly recommended that metro region ARMER system non-

public safety dispatch consoles have all the ME TAC 5-8 

talkgroups available for patching.¶

¶

It is highly recommended that non-public safety radio users 

program a sufficient quantity of ME TAC 5-8 talkgroups into 

their subscriber radios to meet their interagency 

communications needs, starting with ME TAC5.¶
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The usage of ME TAC 1-10 will be reserved for public safety use only.  The usage of these 

talkgroups for EMERGENCY or IN PROGRESS interoperability events should be ME TAC 1, 

2, 3, 4. . .10 in that order.   

 

The usage of ME TACs for PREPLANNED NON-EMERGENCY interoperability events should 

be ME TAC 10, 9, 8, 7. . .1 in that order.  ME TAC1 will not be reserved for planned events. 

 

When formulating communications plans, COMLs should check with the agencies involved 

in interoperability events to see what shared resources are available. 

 

When a resource is needed, the requesting agency will contact the appropriate metro 

region ARMER dispatch center to have the next preferred available talkgroup granted. The 

dispatch center will utilize the Status Board application to identify the status of the 

resource.  

 

At the conclusion of the event the ARMER dispatch center will remove any patches that were 

used for the event, and update the Status Board.  

 

Resources that are patched to these talkgroups, such as VLAW31, VFIRE23, and VMED28 

VHF radio frequencies shall continue to adhere to the rules set forth by the groups that 

govern the use of their respective conventional radio resources. 

 

NOTE:  Dispatch centers initiating any soft patches must announce the patch after it 

is set up AND prior to it being taken down. 

 

6.  Management 

Metro region dispatch center managers & supervisors for agencies on the ARMER system 

shall insure that this procedure for usage and assignment of the ME TAC talkgroups be 

adhered to, as well as the setting up of soft patches for which they are responsible. 

 

The MnDOT System Administrator shall be responsible for the Status Board application. 

 

Dispatch center operators shall receive initial and continuing training on the use of this 

procedure. 

 

The Metropolitan Emergency Services Board will be responsible for the ME TACE 

encryption key. 
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1. Purpose and Objective: 

To establish operational policy for use of the Metro Region Public Health 800 MHz common talk 

groups (METPH).  These talk groups are shared resources that allow interoperability between 

local, regional and state public health authorities during a public health incident, exercise or drill. 

 

2. Technical Background: 

• Capabilities  

It is possible to have access to one or more common talk groups in radios used by agencies that 

share use of the regional 800 MHz radio system. These common talk groups can be used for a wide 

range of intercommunication when there is a need to coordinate activities of different public 

health agencies.  

 

• Constraints   

The availability of and the use of the common talk groups should be easily understood by radio 

user personnel who are primarily concerned with their mission and not with the operation of 

complex radios.  

 

3. Operational Context: 

Public health authorities may need to collaborate across their normal jurisdictions during crises 

such as arrival of an infectious disease. An example may be the need to suddenly establish polio 

clinics within several counties, to be operated by the county and city health agencies but 

coordinated by the state health department. The METPHs should be used to conduct business for 

such an incident, as well as to exercise for incidents. 
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4. Recommended Protocol/ Standard: 

Talk Group requirements:   

METPH TALK GROUPS 
TG Requirements For Whom? 

Highly Recommended State, county and local public health 

personnel who are ARMER users 

Optional 
Public Safety ARMER users 

Not Allowed None 

 

 

METPHs are intended for use by public health agencies using the ARMER (800 MHz) trunked radio 

system. Additional METPHs may be added as needed. 

 

None of the METPH talk groups shall be part of any multi-group. 

 

To facilitate uniform field access to the shared statewide incident response talkgroups it is 

STRONGLY  ENCOURAGED that all public health user radios be programmed to include the 

following standardized “Public Health Zone” 

 
 Public 

Health 

1 Loc Choice 

2 METPH1 

3 METPH2 

4 METPH3 

5 METPH4 

6 DRO1 

7 DRO2 

8 DRO3 

9 DRO4 

10 LOC CH/Blank 

11 LOC CH/Blank 

12 LOC CH/Blank 

13 LOC CH/Blank 

14 LOC CH/Blank 

15 LOC CH/Blank 

16 MSP CALL 

 

Loc Choice = LOCAL CHOICE - TYPICALLY USER’S DISPATCH MAIN 

 

5. Recommended Procedure: 

Cross Patch Standard YES / NO To TalkGroups 

Soft Patch No  

Hard Patch 
No 
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Deleted: FINAL
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When a METPH resource is needed, public health agencies may coordinate use of the METPH 

directly with other agencies using land line or other conventional methods prior to deployment or 

during an event. Once in use, it is up to each public health agency to monitor the METPH talk 

groups.  

 

6. Management: 

Users of radios containing METPH talk groups shall receive initial and continuing training on the 

use of this procedure. 

 

Responsibility for monitoring compliance and talkgroup permissions for METPH1, METPH2, 

METPH3 and METPH4 shall be a function of the Metro Local Public Health Association (MLPHA). 
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METRO REGION 

800 MHz Trunked Regional Public Safety Radio System 

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 

 

Document/ Section: 3. Interoperability Guidelines Radio TOC Recommendation  

Sub-Section: METRO 3.31.0 Date: 9/25/13 

Procedure Title: ARMER System StatusBoard 

Application Talkgroup or 

Channel Minimum 

Requirements 

 

Date Established: 9/25/13 MESB Approval - Signature: 

Replaces Document Dated:   

Date Revised: 12/21/16 Date: 11/13/13 

 

1. Purpose and Objective:  

To establish a guideline for the minimum talkgroups or channels that shall be required on all 

ARMER System radio consoles Status Board applications in the Metro Region. This standard does 

not relate to console resource requirements.  

 

2. Technical Background: 

• Capabilities –  

The Status Board Application, maintained Department of Public Safety Emergency 

Communication Networks (ECN), is a statewide web-based dispatch tool accessible through 

the public internet and is intended to help facilitate and advise what interoperable talkgroup 

or channel may be in use for an urgent, emergent or preplanned event. 

• Constraints –  

This standard will give guidance to all metro region agency dispatch centers as to what 

talkgroups or channels should be on their Status Board Application, and will serve to minimize 

usage conflicts when multiple incidents may be occurring simultaneously. 

 

Status Board is accessed via the public internet. If a user has no internet access, then he or she 

cannot access Status Board. 

 

Status Board is provided on a “best effort” basis without a Service-Level Agreement or any 

guarantee of service. However, as of this writing, DPS’ web infrastructure hosting the 

application has had 100% uptime since launching its new website in 2011. 

 

3. Operational Context: 

The Status Board Application is to be used for day to day, urgent or emergency situations. It is a 

tool to advise all dispatch centers what interoperable talkgroups or channels may be in use (real 

time) at any given time.  

 

Metro Region interoperability resources will be maintained in Status Board by the regional Status 

Board administrator appointed by the Radio TOC.  No other person shall make any changes in the 

Status Board application regarding these resources. 
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Please refer to State Standard 3.31.0 – Status Board for a discussion on the types of reservations 

and users in the Status Board application. 

 

4. Recommended Protocol/ Standard: 

The following matrix shall serve as guidance and as the minimum requirements of which 

interoperable talkgroups and channels will be included in any Metro Region agency’s dispatch center 

Status Board Application.  

 

Resource 

Name 

Public 

Safety LE 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Safety Fire 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Safety EMS 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Service 

Hwy. Maint. 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Service 

Transit 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Service 

Other Public 

Service 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Statewide       

STACs 

(STAC 1-12) 

R R R R R R 

STAC 13E & 

14E 

R R R N N N 

LTAC 1-4 R N N N N N 

LTAC5-12E R N N N N N 

SIU 1-4E R N N N N N 

VLAW31 R O R N N N 

VFIRE23 O R O N N N 

VMED28 O O R N N N 

MN COMM R R R N N N 

VTAC14R R R R R R R 

FEDCOM R R R N N N 

8TAC91-94 R R R R R R 

8TAC91-

94D 

R R R R R R 

Metro 

Region 

      

 ME TACs 1-

10) 

R R R R R R 

ME TAC11E 

& 12E 

R N N N N N 

 

R=Required resource in agency’s Status Board 

O=Optional resource in agency’s Status Board 

N=Not Allowed in agency’s Status Board 

 

5. Recommended Procedure: 

Anytime an interoperable talkgroup or channel is used for a preplanned, urgent, or emergency 

event the Status Board shall be used to indicate this. 
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A brief description of the event and an estimated end time should be in the description field. In 

times of urgent or emergency use, at minimum, the Status Board shall be marked “Resource in 

Use”. 

 

The Status Board shall be marked “Resource Available” when the interoperable talkgroup or 

channel is no longer being used. 

 

6. Management: 

The dispatch center managers for agencies on the metro region ARMER system shall insure that 

there is a procedure for use of the Status Board in the dispatch center for which they are 

responsible. 

 

Dispatch center operators shall receive initial and continuing training on the use of the Status 

Board. 

 

The system managers and administrators will be responsible to see that this policy is 

implemented as defined in the system standards manual. Identified issues and concerns will be 

brought to the Radio TOC for resolution. 
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Current until June 30, 2015 

Resource 

Name 

Public 

Safety LE 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Safety Fire 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Safety 

EMS 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Service 

Hwy. 

Maint. 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Service 

Transit 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Public 

Service 

Other 

Public 

Service 

Dispatch 

Centers 

Statewide       

STACs 

(STAC 1-4) 

R R R R R R 

FTACs 

(STAC 5-8) 

O R O N N N 

ETACs 

(STAC 9-12) 

O O R N N N 

LTACs R O O N N N 

LE_TACs 

(LTAC 5-

8E) 

R N N N N N 

LESIU_TACs 

(SIU1-4E) 

R N N N N N 

VLAW31 R O R N N N 

VFIRE23 O R O N N N 

VMED28 O O R N N N 

MN COMM R R R N N N 

VTAC14R R R R R R R 

FEDCOM R R R N N N 

8TAC91 R R R O O O 

Metro 

Region 

      

PTACs (ME 

TAC 1-4) 

R R R N N N 

ATACs (ME 

TAC 5-8) 

R R R R R R 

 

R=Required resource in agency’s Status Board 

O=Optional resource in agency’s Status Board 

N=Not Allowed in agency’s Status Board 
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METRO REGION 
800 MHz Trunked Regional Public Safety Radio System 

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 
 

Document/ Section: 3. Interoperability Guidelines Radio TOC Recommendation  

Sub-Section: METRO  3.34.0 Date: 4/22/09 

Procedure Title: Metropolitan Region Cache 

Radio Standard Programming 

 

Date Established: 3/4/09 MESB Approval - Signature: 

Replaces Document 

Dated: 

 

1/27/16 

 

Date Revised: 12/21/16 Date: 6/3/09 

 

1. Purpose and Objective: 

To establish policy & procedures for the programming and use of metro region ARMER system cache 

radios to promote consistency of use and to minimize usage conflicts when an interoperability talk 

group is needed for an event. 

 

The cache radios are to be a metro-wide resource to facilitate communications between agencies that 

typically do not communicate with each other on a regular basis or may have a shortage of radios for 

a large scale or mutual aid incident.  These radios are typically reserved for use for 

intercommunication when coordination of activities between personnel of different agencies is 

needed for an incident or event.   

 

2. Technical Background: 

• Capabilities -   

Shared interoperability talkgroups exist for the purpose of providing communications within 

and among ARMER system radio users. These talkgroups can be programmed into user radios 

including cache radios. .   

 

• Constraints –  

ARMER system radios have a finite number of programmable talkgroups. In many ARMER 

radios these talkgroups are organized into zones. Some ARMER radios have fewer zones 

than others. Recommendations for the standardization of zones of interoperable 

talkgroups in cache radios are difficult when different types of radios are part of the radio 

cache.  

  

3. Operational Context: 

It is important when radios are deployed to make sure that users are not changing the assigned 

zone. It is not permissible to have one branch of public safety / public service use a zone not 

assigned. 

 

For cache radios having fewer than three zones it is recommended that as many as possible of the 

talkgroups in the zones listed below be programmed into the radios.   

 

All SOAs can be used in the State of Minnesota only. 
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4. Recommended Protocol/ Standard: 

 

State 

Talkgroup requirements:   

 

Requirements For Whom? 

Mandatory None 

Highly 

Recommended 

800MHz cache radios–Branch Specific Incident Command 

Zones 

Optional  National Zone 

Not Allowed N/A 

 

Cross Patch Standard: 

Refer to individual talkgroup standards for patching availability. 

 

 

*Denotes required zone  

 

Statewide 

Interop* 

  Conventional 

Interop* 

  

Zone 

Display 

Name 

Channel 

Selector 

Channel 

Display 

Name 

Zone Display 

Name 

Channel 

Selector 

Channel 

Display 

Name 

MN 1 STAC1 8C 1 8CALL90 

MN 2 STAC2 8C 2 8TAC91 

MN 3 STAC3 8C 3 8TAC92 

MN 4 STAC4 8C 4 8TAC93 

MN 5 STAC5 8C 5 8TAC94 

MN 6 STAC6 8C 6 8CALL90D 

MN 7 STAC7 8C 7 8TAC91D 

MN 8 STAC8 8C 8 8TAC92D 

MN 9 STAC9 8C 9 8TAC93D 

MN 10 STAC10 8C 10 8TAC94D 

MN 11 STAC11 8C 11 8SOA1 

MN 12 STAC12 8C 12 8SOA2 

MN 13 STAC13E** 8C 13 8SOA3 

MN 14 STAC14E** 8C 14 8SOA4 

MN 15  8C 15 FSOA1*** 

MN 16  8C 16 FSOA2*** 

 

**STAC 13E and STAC 14E are required in those radios equipped with Data Encryption Standard 

(DES). 

***FSOA1 and FSOA2 are restricted to Fire and Emergency Medical Service (EMS) radios only. 
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All cache radios in the metropolitan region are highly recommended to have the following zone 

programmed: 

 

Metro Regional Interop Zone 

Zone Display 

Name 

Channel 

Selector 

Channel Display 

Name 

ME 1 MSP CALL 

ME 2 ME TAC1 

ME 3 ME TAC2 

ME 4 ME TAC3 

ME 5 ME TAC4 

ME 6 ME TAC5 

ME 7 ME TAC6 

ME 8 ME TAC7 

ME 9 ME TAC8 

ME 10 ME TAC9 

ME 11 ME TAC10 

ME 12 ME TAC11E**** 

ME 13 ME TAC12E**** 

ME 14  

ME 15  

ME 16  

****Encrypted, Law Enforcement Only 

 

5. Recommended Procedure: 

Cache radios capable of three or more zones should be programmed consistent with the talkgroup 

requirements specified in Section 4. Radios with fewer than three zones should be programmed 

with as many as possible of the talkgroups listed in Section 4. 

 

Cache radios should be issued with the appropriate service branch zone enabled. 

 

Cache radios should be reported in the TIC Plan.   

 

Fleetmap documentation must be included with the radio cache for deployment purposes. 

 

Channels 1 and 16 in the ME Zone can be left to local choice (ex: agency main).  

 

6. Management: 

System managers and sub-system managers are responsible for the proper programming and 

reporting of cache radios as specified above. 

 

Communications Leaders (COMLs) or their designee(s) are responsible for the enabling of the 

appropriate service branch zone when cache radios are disbursed at a critical incident. 
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METRO REGION 

800 MHz Trunked Regional Public Safety Radio System  

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 
 

Document Section: Appendices Radio TOC Recommendation: 

Sub-Section: METRO Appendix 2 Date:  5/24/01 

Procedure Title: DEFINITIONS & ACRONYMS  

Date Established: 12/17/00 MESB Approval - Signature: 

Replaces Document 

Dated: 

 

12/16/15 

 

Date Revised: 12/21/16 Date: 1/13/16 

 

 

1.  Purpose or Objective 

To clarify terms used throughout the standards, protocols and procedures manual.  All 

definitions will be found in this section and will also be footnoted on the first page in which they 

appear within the section in which they are used. 

 

2.  Management 

Should there be additions, deletions, or changes to these procedures the Metropolitan 

Emergency Services Board staff are responsible for revising this section.  

 

3.  DEFINITIONS (in alphabetical order) 

 

Backbone System A statewide public safety radio communication system that 

consists of a shared infrastructure, the elements of which are 

identified in the STATE PUBLIC SAFTEY RADIO 

COMMUNICATIONS PLAN. 

  

Common, Pool or 

“TACtical” talkgroups 

Common/ pooled talkgroups (TG) are those that are set-aside 

for communicating across multiple agencies.  Agency radio 

users in appropriate service areas who need to talk to one 

another for day to day business or for mutual aid will all put the 

appropriate common or pool talk group in their radios to be 

available in time of need.  Example:  Fire Departments will all 

have the common Statewide Fire Mutual Aid TG in their radios.  

“Pool” is distinguished from “common” in that pool implies 

more than one, such as RTAC 1- 4 is a pool of common regional 

tactical TGs for law enforcement. 

  

Control Station 

(Consolette) 

A fixed radio station that may or may not interact with radios, 

remotes or desktops.  
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Critical Operations -

Agency Critical 

Operations 

Those governmental, quasi-governmental and non-

governmental operations by authorized users which are reliant 

upon a functioning two-way radio communications system 

which unavailability, degradation, delay or failure, partial or 

complete, would significantly impact or impair the successful 

operation of the Agency.  

• Does not meet the definition of Mission Critical criteria 

above.  

• Significantly impacts or impairs the Department / 

Agencies ability to operate in an effective and efficient 

manner to provide continuous, accurate and reliable 

services to its clients.  

• Significant internal disruption to the agency.  

• Public convenience.  

• Significant disruption to ongoing operational budget.  

  

Critical Operations -

Mission Critical 

Operations 

Those governmental, quasi-governmental and non-

governmental operations carried out by Authorized Users 

which are reliant upon a functioning two-way radio 

communications system which unavailability, degradation, 

delay or failure, partial or complete, would significantly impact 

and/or impair the successful delivery of a vital service or 

mission.  Operations would include, but are not limited to the 

categories below: 

 

Public Safety 

Those functions of government that exist to protect the 

physical well-being of the public as a whole from 

physical danger - continuous delivery of essential public 

services. 

 

Public Health 

Those functions of the government that exist to protect 

longevity of life and quality of life for the public as a 

whole - continuous delivery of essential public health 

services. 

 

Law & Justice 

Those functions of government that exist to prevent 

violations of the laws and rules of society by individuals 

and groups. 
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Transportation 

Those functions of the government that exist to provide 

safe, effective and efficient multi-modal movement of the 

public and commodities including public roads, 

highways, waterways, railways, airways and public 

transportation systems. 

 

Environmental Protection 

Those functions of the government that exist to protect 

the environment from changes that are detrimental to 

the existence and continuance of that environment. 

 

Human Services  

Those functions of the government that exist to provide 

for individuals that are physically, emotionally, 

financially, academically, intellectually disadvantaged 

when compared to established social norms. Loss of 

these services would significantly impair individual's 

ability to function or operate in society. 

 

When such operational impairments have the effect of: 

 

• Posing significant risk to health and safety, loss of a vital 

service provided by an agency.  

• Causing negative perceptions that have high Public 

Relations (P/R) impact or Media and Press impact, that 

would cause significant embarrassment to the agency.  

• Directly affecting its command, control, dispatch and 

information systems and their effective and efficient 

functionality.  

• Inflicting secondary effects upon a service's critical 

resources (financial, supply-chain, and response 

capability).  

Impeding the delivery or availability of an otherwise 

functioning vital system or service. 

  

Critical Operations -

Non-Critical Operations 

All other governmental, quasi-governmental and non-

governmental operations, which are reliant upon a functioning 

two-way, radio communications that do not meet the above 

mission critical or department critical definitions. 

EMS Provider An EMS Provider is defined as one licensed by the Minnesota 

Emergency Service Regulatory Board (EMSRB) to provide 
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(for the purpose of full 

ARMER eligibility) 

 

services with a designated emergency primary service area (PSA) 

where they are responsible to response to medical 911 calls for 

service; or ambulance, also licensed by the EMSRB that provides 

emergency response. 

  

EMSRB 

 

The Minnesota Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board 

(EMSRB) is the state agency responsible for licensing 

ambulance services, certifying emergency medical personnel, 

and approving emergency medical services training programs. 

  

Encryption 

 

Digital encoding and decoding of audio (scrambling).  If 

listening on a radio without encryption capabilities, no audio 

will be heard. 

  

Logging Audio recording of a radio communication 

  

Mobile Radio Generally installed in a vehicle, intended to be used while in 

motion.  

  

Patch Permanent (hard) Patch: 

A patch between two or more audio resources on the system, 

which is fixed and cannot be controlled or edited by the 

dispatcher.  

 

Manual (soft) Patch: 

A patch between two or more audio resources on the system, 

which is setup and controlled by the dispatcher. The dispatcher 

owning the patch can add & delete resources as needed. 

  

Portable Radio A radio that is completely freestanding and may be hand-

carried or worn by the radio user.  

  

Public Safety Agency A functional division of a public agency which provides 

firefighting, police, medical, or other emergency services, or a 

private entity which provides emergency medical or ambulance 

services.  

Public Service Any public facility, department, agency, board or commission, 

owned, operated or managed by or on behalf of the state of 

Minnesota, or any subdivision thereof, including any county, 

city town, township or independent district in the state.   

Regional System In the context of these standards this term is intended to 

represent the metropolitan portion of the ARMER system.  
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Simulcast Cluster A group of radio frequency (RF) sites that function as a single 

site in transmit and receive. 

  

Site A group of individual radio tower stations in a simulcast cluster. 

  

SOAs Scene of Action Channels 

• 8SOA & 7SOA – available for All users (ex: 8SOA1 & 

7SOA1) 

• FSOA – available for Fire users only (ex: FSOA1 & 

FSOA2) 

• PSOA – available for Public Safety users only, names 

changed to 8SOA3 & 8SOA4 

  

System Management/ 

Administrative 

Positions 

� System Manager - individual in charge of the radio system of 

a participating agency 

� System Administrators – individual who is responsible for 

the day to day radio system operations of a participating 

agency 

� Sub-System Administrators - individual who is responsible 

for the day to day radio sub-system operations of a 

participating agency 

 

  

Variance An allowed divergence from full adherence of an adopted 

standard, protocol or procedure 

  

Waiver A complete release from an adopted standard, protocol or 

procedure 

 

4.  ACRONYMS (in alphabetical order) 

 

ALS Advanced Life Support 

  

APCO Associated Public Safety Communications Officials 

  

ARMER Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response 

  

AVL Automatic Vehicle Locator 

  

BLS Basic Life Support 
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CCGW Conventional Channel Gateway 

  

CEB Central Electronics Bank 

  

CPS Customer Programming Software 

  

CTCSS Continuous Tone Coded Squelch System 

  

DIU Digital Interface Unit 

  

DTMF Dual Tone Multiple frequency 

  

EMH Emergency Medical Hospital 

  

EMRS Emergency Medical Radio Service 

  

EMS Emergency Medical Services 

  

FCC Federal Communications Commission 

  

LTACEs 

 

Law Enforcement-only Encrypted Tactical talkgroups (allowed 

on consoles) Ex: LTAC5E-8E 

  

LTACs Law Enforcement only Tactical talkgroups (statewide) Ex: 

LTAC1-4 

  

MACs Moves, additions and changes 

  

MCI Multiple Casualty Incident 

  

MDH MN Department of Health 

  

ME TAC 

 

Metro-wide interoperability talkgroups.  Ex: ME TAC1 through 

ME TAC 10  

  

ME TACE’s Metro-wide encrypted interoperability talkgroups (Law 

Enforcement-only)  Ex: ME TAC11E & ME TAC12E 

  

MESB Metropolitan Emergency Services Board 
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METCOM Metropolitan region PSAP to PSAP talkgroup (not allowed in 

subscriber units) 

  

METPH 1-4 Metropolitan region public health talkgroups 

  

MHz Megahertz 

  

MIMS Major Incident Management System 

  

MINSEF Minnesota State Emergency Frequency, now called VLAW31 

  

MNFOG Minnesota Communications Field Operations Guide 

  

MRCC Medical Resource Control Center 

  

NAEMSD National Assn. of State EMS Directors 

  

NPSPAC National Public Safety Planning Advisory Committee 

  

PSAP Public Safety Answering Point 

  

PTT Push to talk, i.e., talk button 

  

RF Radio Frequency 

  

RSS Radio Service Software 

  

SEMTAC Statewide Emergency Management Tactical talkgroup 

  

SIUs 

 

Law Enforcement Encrypted Special Investigative Unit Tactical 

talkgroups (not allowed on consoles) Ex: SIU1E 

  

SOA 

 

Scene of Action – conventional simplex channels that are 

isolated from the ARMER system 

  

STACs Statewide (All Users) Tactical talkgroups 

  

TOC Technical Operations Committee 

  

UHF Ultra-High Frequency 
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VHF Very High Frequency 
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Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER)

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 

Document Section 3 Interoperability Guidelines Status: DRAFT v-18 

Date: 12/01/2014 State Standard Number 3.35.0 

Standard Title National Weather Service ARMER 

Participation and Operations 

Date Established SRB Approval: 

Replaces Document Dated 01/24/2013 

Date Revised 

1. Purpose or Objective

This standard establishes permission for National Weather Service (NWS) offices serving 

Minnesota to use ARMER, defines talkgroups, and establishes procedures for interoperability 

between the National Weather Service and public safety entities. 

2. Technical Background

Capabilities

All NWS offices serving Minnesota except the Aberdeen, South Dakota office are located within 

ARMER’s coverage area.

Table A in the Appendix identifies the NWS offices serving Minnesota, the Minnesota counties 

they serve, and the Emergency Communications/Services Board (ECB/ESB) region to which the 

county belongs. 

Constraints

The National Weather Service is an atypical ARMER user.  Five of the six NWS offices serving 

Minnesota’s eighty-seven counties are within ARMER’s coverage area; one is not.  Of the five 

NWS offices within ARMER’s coverage area and capable of using ARMER, three are physically 

located outside of the state of Minnesota.  The NWS is not a public safety responder; NWS 

office personnel usually operate from fixed sites and are rarely transient.  Yet the information 

exchanged between the NWS and public safety entities during severe weather incidents is critical 

to public safety. 

NWS office coverage boundaries do not align with state boundaries or ECB/ESB region

boundaries.   
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3.  Operational Context

This standard establishes authority for NWS offices serving Minnesota to participate on 

ARMER.  As an ARMER Participant, the NWS office shall follow ARMER standards just as 

any other ARMER participant.  The NWS must enter into a Subscriber Agreement with MNDOT 

to participate on ARMER.  Each NWS office serving Minnesota is limited to five radio IDs.

Each NWS office may utilize ARMER radios obtained by purchase, donation, or loan.  

ECB/ESB regions shall be responsible for maintaining, repairing, and programming the NWS

ARMER radios of the NWS offices serving the region.  The regions shall also be responsible for 

training of NWS staff on the proper use of ARMER.  The regions shall share the cost and burden 

in a way they find agreeable or, in the absence of an agreement, proportionally split based by the 

number of counties in each region served by the NWS office (e.g. costs should be split 30/70 if 

the NWS officer serves 3 counties in one region and 7 counties in another region).   

NWS offices must be able to quickly hail the public safety entities and have a dedicated talkpath 

for exchanging weather information with public safety entities.  NWS offices should not be 

hampered by multiple processes or with tracking down public safety to convey their message.   

Each NWS office serving Minnesota (except Aberdeen) is assigned a dedicated ARMER 

talkgroup for direct weather-related communication between the NWS office and public safety 

entities.  The assigned NWS office’s talkgroup should be programmed into the corresponding 

NWS office’s radio(s) and into fixed-station, public safety radios such as Public Safety Answer 

Points (PSAP), Dispatch Centers, Emergency Operating Centers (EOC), and mobile command 

posts served by that NWS office and responsible for communicating with the NWS.  A portable 

radio may be used when console limitations prohibit the installation of the NWS talkgroups. 

With the consent of the NWS office, its talkgroup may be programmed into other NWS office’s 

radio(s) and into fixed-station, public safety radios such as Public Safety Answer Points (PSAP), 

Dispatch Centers, Emergency Operating Centers (EOC), and mobile command posts not served 

by that NWS office.  The NWS should consult with the applicable ECB/ESB regions for 

technical guidance when deciding these requests.

Unless temporarily necessary because of a weather event, no mobile or portable ARMER radio 

should be selected to a NWS office talkgroup other than that of the NWS office serving the 

county where that radio is being operated.  Also, unless temporarily necessary to support another 

NWS office, NWS office ARMER radios should not be selected to the NWS office talkgroup of 

another NWS office.   

Generally, NWS office talkgroups should not to be programmed into mobile or portable public 

safety field unit radios used by first responders or weather spotters in the field.  With the 

permission of the applicable NWS office, NWS office talkgroups may be installed in mobile and

portable radios of incident commanders and local command staff (e.g. emergency managers; law, 

fire, EMS commanders; etc.) to relieve a PSAP of the responsibility to communicate with the 

NWS as well as for management and coordination purposes.   
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Regional NWS talkgroups should not be patched to other resources.  See Table B in the 

Appendix for a summary of talkgroup and patching recommendations. 

NWS office radio IDs should be assigned from the State of Minnesota Miscellaneous Agencies 

ID pool.  Regional NWS talkgroups should be programmed with a statewide site access profile 

and given a Level 5 priority. 

Regional NWS office radios should have the following talkgroups programmed into their radios: 

NWS talkgroup designated for the NWS office 

MSPCALL

STACs 1-12 

SEMTAC

8C Conventional Interoperability Zone (8CALL and 8TACs) 

Regional NWS office radios may have the following talkgroups programmed into their radios: 

NWS talkgroup designated for neighboring NWS offices for which the office serves as 

backup 

Regional Interoperability Zones for the regions served by the NWS office (CALL and 

interoperability talkgroups). 

Other talkgroups as mutually agreed (e.g. METEM). 

See Table C in the Appendix for a channel configuration recommendation for all NWS office 

radios. 

4.  Recommended Procedure

NWS offices serving Minnesota have identified ARMER as the preferred tool for notifying 

public safety of a weather event and for communicating with public safety during the event.   

NWS offices may enter into a written agreements with individual PSAPs, individual Emergency 

Management entities, or individual public safety entities establishing unique procedures for 

hailing and communicating with those entities. Such agreements must detail the procedure and it 

must be approved by the applicable ECB/ESBs. 

An ECB/ESB region may adopt one procedure for all entities within its jurisdiction and it may 

enter into a written agreement with the NWS office(s) serving that region establishing unique 

procedures for hailing and communicating with entities within the region. 

Copies of finalized agreements between NWS offices and PSAPs, Emergency Management 

entities, public safety entities, and ECB/ESB regions should be forwarded to the Department of 

Public Safety Emergency Communication Networks (ECN) for tracking purposes. 

Absent an entity- or region-specific agreement with the NWS, a NWS office wishing to alert 

public safety of a weather event will hail the affected counties and the Minnesota State Patrol 

Dispatch on its regional NWS talkgroup.  Upon response(s), the NWS office will utilize the 

talkgroup for two-way information exchanges during the weather event.   
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If an affected county does not answer, the Minnesota State Patrol Dispatch will follow up for the 

NWS office by contacting any entities that did not answer.  If the Minnesota State Patrol 

Dispatch does not answer on the regional NWS talkgroup, the NWS office may attempt to hail 

them on MSPCALL, via NAWAS, or by telephone.  When one NWS office covers for another 

NWS office, this procedure should be used rather than an entity- or region-specific procedure, 

should one exist.   

Each public safety entity may establish its own process for monitoring their county’s NWS office 

talkgroup.  This standard does not mandate that each public safety entity monitor their NWS 

office’s talkgroup. 

Authorized users wishing to call a NWS office may do so by hailing them on their NWS 

talkgroup.  NWS is expected to monitor their NWS talkgroup at all times.  

In the event additional talkgroup(s) are necessary for communications between NWS offices and 

public safety, STACs are the preferred choice.  Talkgroup assignments should be coordinated by 

a PSAP/Dispatch center.  

Big Stone and Traverse counties have a unique circumstance in that the NWS office serving 

those counties is located in Aberdeen, South Dakota, eighty miles west of the Minnesota border 

and outside of ARMER’s coverage area.  In an agreement between the Aberdeen NWS office 

and the counties of Traverse and Big Stone, Traverse County utilizes a South Dakota public 

safety radio channel to communicate with the Aberdeen NWS office and Traverse County serves 

as a liaison between the Aberdeen NWS office and Big Stone County. 

Except in an emergency, such as when established communications paths and processes have 

failed, ARMER shall not be used to facilitate communications between any NWS office and any 

entity outside of Minnesota. 

ECB/ESB Board regions may establish standards imposing stricter procedures.

5.  Management

The NWS and local entities are responsible for self-policing their adherence to this standard.  

Regional Interoperability Coordinators and the Statewide Interoperability Coordinator are to be 

contacted to assist with interpreting this standard or for initial conflict resolution. 

The ECN shall track agreements between NWS offices and local entities that deviate from the 

default practice.
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Appendix

Table A

National Weather 

Service Office

Emergency 

Communications/ 

Services Region

County 

Aberdeen

South Dakota 
Central Big Stone & Traverse 

Chanhassen

Minnesota 

Northeast Kanabec

Central

Benton, Douglas, Kandiyohi, Meeker, 

Mille Lacs, Morrison, Pope, Sherburne, 

Stearns, Stevens, Swift, Todd, Wilkin, &

Wright

Metro
Anoka, Chisago, Dakota, Hennepin, Isanti, 

Ramsey, Scott, & Washington 

Southwest 
Chippewa, Lac Qui Parle, Redwood, Renville, 

& Yellow Medicine  

South Central 

Blue Earth, Brown, Faribault, Le Sueur, 

Martin, McLeod, Nicollet, Sibley, Waseca, &

Watonwan

Southeast Freeborn, Goodhue, Rice, & Steele 

Duluth 

Minnesota 
Northeast

Aitkin, Carlton, Cass, Cook, Crow Wing, 

Itasca, Koochiching, Lake, Pine, & 

Saint Louis

Grand Forks

North Dakota 

Northwest

Becker, Beltrami, Clay, Clearwater, Hubbard, 

Kittson, Lake of the Woods, Mahnomen, 

Marshall, Norman, Pennington, Polk, 

Red Lake, & Roseau

Central Grant, Otter Tail, Wadena, Wilkin

La Crosse

Wisconsin 
Southeast 

Dodge, Fillmore, Houston, Mower, Olmsted, 

Wabasha, & Winona 

Sioux Falls

South Dakota 
Southwest 

Cottonwood, Jackson, Lincoln, Lyon, 

Murray, Nobles, Pipestone, & Rock  
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Table B

Table C

Channel Zone A Zone B
8C

Conventional

1
NWS Office

(Home)

NWS Office

(Backup/Neighbor)
8CALL90

2 MSPCALL
NWS Office

(Backup/Neighbor)
8TAC91 

3 SEMTAC
NWS Office

(Backup/Neighbor)
8TAC92 

4
NWS Office

(Backup/Neighbor)
MSPCALL 8TAC93 

5 STAC-1 STAC-1 8TAC94

6 STAC-2 STAC-2 8CALL90D 

7 STAC-3 STAC-3 8TAC91D

8 STAC-4 STAC-4 8TAC92D 

9 STAC-5 STAC-5 8TAC93D

10 STAC-6 STAC-6 8TAC94D 

11 STAC-7 STAC-7 8SOA1

12 STAC-8 STAC-8 8SOA2

13 STAC-9 STAC-9 8SOA3

14 STAC-10 STAC-10 8SOA4

15 STAC-11 STAC-11 
NWS Office

(Home)

16 STAC-12 STAC-12 MSPCALL

*Additional zones are optional

Talkgroup 

Requirements
For Whom?

Required NWS offices, PSAP’s, and EOC’s

Highly Recommended Mobile Command Posts, Command Staff

Recommended

Optional

Not Allowed Public safety responders & “weather spotters”

Cross Patch 

Standard
Yes/No To Talk Group

Soft Patch No

Hard Patch No

Managed via "Status Board" Application No
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National Weather Service  

ARMER Radio Operations 

State Standard 3.35.0 

S B Approval 1/24/2013 

Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response 

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 

Interoperability Guidelines Status:  

3.35.0 

National Weather Service ARMER 

Radio Operations 

1/13/2013 S B Approval:   

1. Purpose or Objective

2. Technical Background

Capabilities

Constraints



National Weather Service  

ARMER Radio Operations 

State Standard 3.35.0 

S B Approval 1/24/2013 

3. Operational Context

National Weather Service Talkgroups 

TG Requirements For Whom? 



National Weather Service  

ARMER Radio Operations 

State Standard 3.35.0 

S B Approval 1/24/2013 

Cross-Patch Standard Yes / No To Talkgroups 

4. Recommended Procedures



National Weather Service  

ARMER Radio Operations 

State Standard 3.35.0 

S B Approval 1/24/2013 

5. Management



5National Weather Service  

ARMER Radio Operations 

State Standard 3.35.0 

S B Approval 1/24/2013 

NWS OFFICES REGIONAL RADIO BOARDS STATE PATROL DISTRICTS 
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METRO REGION 
800 MHz Trunked Regional Public Safety Radio System 

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 
 

Document/ Section: 3. Interoperability Guidelines Radio TOC Recommendation  

Sub-Section: METRO 3.35.0 Date: 3/30/11 

Procedure Title: National Weather Service 

ARMER Radio Operations 

 

Date Established: 2/3/2010 MESB Approval - Signature: 

Replaces Document 

Dated: 

4/3/2013 4/13/11 

Date Revised: 6/24/2015 Date:  

 

 

1. Purpose and Objective: 

To define the ARMER talkgroups and establish policy and procedures of radios to be used by the 

National Weather Service (NWS) Chanhassen office (Chanhassen Weather) and establish a 

Warning Point Net during severe weather events.  

 

2. Technical Background: 

 Capabilities –  

To provide talkgroups that are readily available tools for the use by Chanhassen Weather to 

communicate with numerous Warning Points (PSAP, Dispatch Center, EOC or other designated 

location) across the nine county metro region and optionally other counties within the 

Chanhassen Weather County Warning Area (CWA) during severe weather events or other emergency incidents where the weather service’s aid may be requested.  The Statewide 

Emergency Communications Board has authorized a dedicated talkgroup for Chanhassen 

Weather, named US-NWS CHN.  This is the resource Chanhassen Weather will use to distribute 

weather event information.  PSAPs may choose to add this resource to their consoles.  Chanhassen 

Weather is authorized to use the statewide resources of STAC1-12 and the metro region resources 

of ME TAC5-8 for the Warning Point Net.  The statewide talkgroup SEMTAC is also programmed in 

the radios for communications with State and Local Emergency Managers as directed by HSEM. 

 

 Constraints –  

Chanhassen Weather has been issued one hand held portable and two control station transceivers.  

These units will primarily be used to monitor selected talkgroups when invited to do so by a 

Warning Point or Emergency Manager as a result of severe weather or other emergency incident.  

This Standard does not limit the use of other ARMER resources and/or radios for other authorized 

purposes by Chanhassen Weather.  

 

3. Operational Context: 

For activations within the nine county metropolitan region, Chanhassen Weather will normally 

contact the Metro Warning Point (Minnesota State Patrol - Metro Communications Center) in the 

event of a severe weather watch and/or warning.  The Metro Warning Point will determine the 
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appropriate resource for the event and will patch that resource to the US-NWS CHN talkgroup. In 

the event of some other type of emergency incident that would require assistance from 

Chanhassen Weather, the agency requesting the assistance would contact Chanhassen Weather 

directly via a land line or via US-NWS CHN and create the appropriate patch between resources to 

be used for the incident. 

 

4. Recommended Procedure: 

 Normal Activation – Metro Warning Point 

 

Chanhassen Weather will normally initiate weather announcements, via NAWAS to the Metro 

Warning Point and MNJIS to notify of affected areas.  The Metro Warning Point will determine to 

what resource US-NWS CHN will be patched and will create the patch.  The Metro Warning Point 

will hail the affected Local Warning Points using METCOM and ask them to move to STAC 12 (11, 

10, 9, etc.) for weather information from the National Weather Service.  Non ARMER Warning 

Points will be notified via MNCOMM.  The Metro Warning Point will follow up via a land line if an 

affected Local Warning Point does not reply over the radio system.  The Metro Warning Point will 

take roll and read the announcement on STAC12 (11, 10, 9, etc.) and advise the Local Warning 

Points to remain on the talkgroup resource for continuing information from the National Weather 

Service.  The Metro Warning Point will be responsible to update the use of STAC12 (11, 10, 9, etc.) 

on the status board.  STAC12 (11, 10, 9, etc.) will be used for any information exchange between 

the affected centers and the National Weather Service; such as watches turning to warnings or 

sightings of tornados.  This communication should be limited to updates to/from Warning Points 

only.  This is not for individual field spotters.  As the threat expires for each Warning Point’s area, 
the center can choose to leave STAC12 (11, 10, 9, etc.) on their own.  Any new weather threats that 

occur after existing threats have expired will be handled in the same manner described above.  

Once all weather threats have passed, the Metro Warning Point will clear the associated resource 

from the status board. 

 

 Optional Procedure for Emergency Activation During Sudden Severe and/or Near-Severe 

Weather Incidents With or Without a National Weather Service Issued Warning 

 

In the event of a sudden onset or report of severe or near-severe weather incident occurring in the 

absence of a National Weather Service Storm Prediction Center issued watch, and when the 

Warning Point Net has not yet been activated, a Local Warning Point MAY elect to immediately 

activate the Warning Point Net on STAC12 (11, 10, 9, etc.).  Upon such activation the Local 

Warning Point activating the net shall make an announcement on METCOM that the net has been 

activated and update the status board.  

 

 Activation in Outside the Metro Region 

 

State Patrol Warning Points in Rochester will follow other regions’ NWS standards and/or the 
Statewide NWS standard, State 3.35.0, to facilitate communication regarding weather event 

information between NWS Offices and Greater Minnesota PSAPs.  
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5. Management: 

 

State Patrol Warning Points shall manage assignment and usage of talkgroups and conventional 

channel resources for normal Warning Point Net activations.  Dispatch center managers and 

supervisors on the metro area ARMER system shall ensure that this procedure for usage and 

assignment of ME TAC or STAC talkgroups be adhered to.  HSEM shall manage use of SEMTAC for 

severe weather operations.
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APPENDIX C – TALK GROUP PERMISSION LETTER TEMPLATE 

 

800 MHz Trunked Regional Public Safety Radio System  

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 

 
 

Document Section: Appendices CMRAC Approval – Signature: 

Sub-Section: Appendix C Approved 

Procedure Title: TALK GROUP PERMISSION 

LETTER TEMPLATE 

 

Date Established: 2/22/06  

Replaces Document Dated: N/A CMRB Approval - Signature: 

Date Revised: N/A  

 

 

1.  Purpose or Objective 

The purpose of this template is to provide a guide for requesting the use of another owners talk 

group resources.  Note that this is a two-sided, one sheet document.  Procedure for use of this 

letter is found in this manual, Section 2.4 Use of Shared Talk Groups. 

 

(See next page) 
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Central Minnesota Radio Board  -  Regional 800 MHz Trunked Radio System 

AUTHORIZATION TO USE TALK GROUPS  

NOT OWNED BY THE REQUESTING AGENCY 
 

Date: ___________________ 

 

Requesting Agency: _____________________________________________________  

 

Authorizing Agency: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Reason for Request  �  Add Talk Group(s) to Radios 

�  Scan Talk Group(s) 

�  Other __________________________________________ 

 

I. Request permission to ADD the following talk groups 

Talk Group To Be Installed in: 

(i.e., Portable, Mobile, 

Command Post) 

For the following Work Units: 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

II. Request permission to SCAN/ MONITOR the following talk groups 

Talk Group To Be Installed in: 

(i.e., Portable, Mobile, 

Command Post) 

To be monitored by the 

following positions: 

Request for Receive Only 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

III. Other Request/ Requirements (Explain) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IVI. Reason for Request 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Attach supporting documentation) 

 

Name of individual completing application____________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________  E-mail address________________________________ 

11/10/2016

American Red Cross, Minnesota Region

Metropolitan Emergency Services Board

METAC 1-10 Portable, Mobile radios Disaster Services response

Disaster response through out the state on Minnesota

WIlliam (Bill) Schmidt

625 North Robert St, St. Paul, MN. 55164

651-201-5716 william.schmidt@state.mn.us
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State of Minnesota – Central Minnesota Radio Board  -  Regional 800 MHz Trunked Radio System 

AUTHORIZATION TO USE TALK GROUPS  

NOT OWNED BY THE REQUESTING AGENCY 
 

 

 

Request Approved_____ Approved with Conditions_____ Denied_____ 

 

 

Conditions: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Authorized Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Authorizing Individual ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________  E-mail address________________________________ 
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INTERIM          INTERIM 
 

APPENDIX C – TALK GROUP PERMISSION LETTER TEMPLATE 

 

800 MHz Trunked Regional Public Safety Radio System  

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 

 
 

Document Section: Appendices CMRAC Approval – Signature: 

Sub-Section: Appendix C Approved 

Procedure Title: TALK GROUP PERMISSION 

LETTER TEMPLATE 

 

Date Established: 2/22/06  

Replaces Document Dated: N/A CMRB Approval - Signature: 

Date Revised: N/A  

 

 

1.  Purpose or Objective 

The purpose of this template is to provide a guide for requesting the use of another owners talk 

group resources.  Note that this is a two-sided, one sheet document.  Procedure for use of this 

letter is found in this manual, Section 2.4 Use of Shared Talk Groups. 

 

(See next page) 
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Central Minnesota Radio Board  -  Regional 800 MHz Trunked Radio System 

AUTHORIZATION TO USE TALK GROUPS  

NOT OWNED BY THE REQUESTING AGENCY 
 

Date: ___________________ 

 

Requesting Agency: _____________________________________________________  

 

Authorizing Agency: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Reason for Request  �  Add Talk Group(s) to Radios 

�  Scan Talk Group(s) 

�  Other __________________________________________ 

 

I. Request permission to ADD the following talk groups 

Talk Group To Be Installed in: 

(i.e., Portable, Mobile, 

Command Post) 

For the following Work Units: 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

II. Request permission to SCAN/ MONITOR the following talk groups 

Talk Group To Be Installed in: 

(i.e., Portable, Mobile, 

Command Post) 

To be monitored by the 

following positions: 

Request for Receive Only 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

 

III. Other Request/ Requirements (Explain) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IVI. Reason for Request 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Attach supporting documentation) 

 

Name of individual completing application____________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________  E-mail address________________________________ 

11/10/2016

CN Railroad Police, Superior Office

Metropolitan Emergency Services Board

METAC 1-10 Portable, Mobile radios CN Railroad Police

For interoperability with Federal, State and local partners in the performance of public safety activities.

Special Agent Benjamin Black

CN Railroad Police, Superior Office, 3192 S Pokegama Road Superior, WI, 54880 

(715) 919-2178 benjamin.black@cn.ca
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State of Minnesota – Central Minnesota Radio Board  -  Regional 800 MHz Trunked Radio System 

AUTHORIZATION TO USE TALK GROUPS  

NOT OWNED BY THE REQUESTING AGENCY 
 

 

 

Request Approved_____ Approved with Conditions_____ Denied_____ 

 

 

Conditions: 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Authorized Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Authorizing Individual ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________  E-mail address________________________________ 

 



Metropolitan Emergency Services Board 

Radio Technical Operations Committee 
 

2017 Meeting Dates 
 

 

 

Wednesday, January 25, 2017 

 

Wednesday, February 22, 2017 

 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 

 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

 

Wednesday, June 28, 2017 

 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

 

Wednesday, August 23, 2017 

 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017* 

 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017* 

 

 

 

All meetings will be at 1:00 p.m. at the Metropolitan Counties Government Center,  

2099 University Avenue, St. Paul 

 

 

*Meetings will be scheduled on the 3rd Wednesday for these months due to  

the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. 


