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1. Call to Order 

 

2. Approval of December, 2016 Minutes   

 

3. Agenda Items 

a. U of M Participation Plan Change – Chuck Steier 

b. COML Packet – Nancie Pass (Ramsey) 

c. COML Packet – Robin Brimmer (Minneapolis) 

d. COMT Packet – Kya Wagner (MAC) 

e. State National Weather Service Standard (Metro Amendments) – Tretter 

f. Nomination of State COMU Workgroup Membership - Tretter 

 

4. Moves, Additions & Changes to the System 

a. Update on Removal of Voting from Interoperability System – Jansen 

b. Removal of dual naming on metro channels in Statusboard - Jansen 

 

5. Committee Reports 

a. Metro Mobility System Usage Update—Chad LeVasseur/Dana Rude 

b. System Manager’s Group/Metro Owner’s Group Update – Jansen 

c. Reports from SECB Committees 

i. Steering - Tretter 

ii. OTC – Gundersen / Timm 

iii. Interoperable Data Committee – Olson / Thompson 

iv. IOC –Thompson / Kummer 

v. IPAWS – Haas / Williams 

d. 2017 Interoperability Conference – Tretter / Timm 

i. Conference Dates: May 1-3, 2017 

 

6. Other Business 

a. Regional Talkgroup Permissions Updates 

b. Next Meeting February 22nd 

 

7. Adjourn 

Scott Haas, Chair 

MEMBERS: 

 

Scott Haas, Chair 

    Scott County 

   

Ron Jansen, Vice Chair 

    Dakota County 

 

Jake Thompson 

    Anoka County  

 

Tim Walsh 

Carver County 

 

Rod Olson 

    City of Minneapolis 

 

Jon Eckel 

    Chisago County 

 

John Gundersen 

    Hennepin County 

 

Bob Shogren 

 Isanti County 

 

Jeff Bjorklund 

    Metropolitan Airports       

Commission 

 

Chad LeVasseur 

    Metropolitan Council 

 

Scott Gerber 

   MN Fire Chiefs Association 

 

Dave Pikal 

    Ramsey County 

 

Chuck Steier  

U of M Police, at large 

member 

 

Nate Timm 

    Washington County 

 

 

 

Open 

    Metro Region EMS 

 

Open 

   MN Chiefs of Police  

      Association 
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Metropolitan Emergency Services Board 

Radio Technical Operations Committee 

Meeting Notes 

December 21, 2016 

 

 

Members Present 

Ulie Seal; Curt Meyer; Ron Jansen; Nate Timm; Chad LeVasseur; Jake Thompson; Scott Haas; John 

Gundersen; Jon Eckel; Chuck Steier; Rod Olson; Peter Sauter; Robert Shogren; Shane Sheets, Dana 

Rude; Dave Pikal; Jeff Bjorklund    

 

Guests Present:  

Jill Rohret, MESB; Troy Tretter, MESB; John Stromberg, ECN; Charles Haneca, North Memorial; 

John Anderson, MN DOT; Rick Juth, ECN; Dan Anderson, HCEM; Dana Rude, Metro Mobility; Chris 

Kummer, MAC; Tim Boyer, MN State Patrol; Scott Gerber, Excelsior Fire. 

 

Call to Order: 

Ulie Seal called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M. 

   

Tretter asked for clarification on the second to the motion to elect Nate Timm as alternate to the 

OTC. 

Gundersen reiterated his motion. 

 

Dana Rude is to be added to the Members Present at the October 26, 2016 meeting. 

 

M/S/C Motion made by Jansen to approve October, 26, 2016 minutes and the December 21, 2016 

agenda as amended. Timm seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Agenda Items: 

SECB Committee’s Primary and Alternate (IPAWS) 

Tretter asked for a volunteer to be a Primary Representative for IPAWS. 

M/S/C Motion made by Ron Jansen to nominate Scott Haas as the Primary Representative and Scott 

Williams as Alternate to the SECB IPAWS. Nate Timm seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Metro Mobility Participation Plan change 

Rude asked for approval to have Metro Mobility move all dispatch MCC7100 consoles currently 

equipping its providers to direct connection with ARMER via two leased T1s.  

 

Dana was asked if the consoles were on when not in use. Rude said that he hoped they would not 

be on at least in the East. The West would have one of them on continuously. 

 

Dana said they have not reviewed the plan with MN DOT yet, but will do so when they have 

finalized the T1 plan. 

 

M/S/C Motion made by Jansen to approve the Metro Mobility Participation Plan change contingent 

that MN DOT is fine with the changes. Olson seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Change Management - Metro Zone Changes 
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Tretter said that a workgroup consisting of Olson, Timm, Meyer and Tretter reviewed the 

implementation of the zone change and the standards that would be affected. They determined 

an implementation schedule to coincide with those of the State ending December 31, 2018. This 

would mean the addition of two encrypted metro channels and the other eight would be all 

access rather than ME TAC 1-4 being restricted to public safety. 

Tretter summarized the changes to the standards included in the packet and requested the 

acceptance of the workgroups finding and changes to the standards. 

 

Chuck Haneca asked if SWAT medics would be granted exception to the ME TAC encrypted 

channels.  Tretter stated it would be a case by case waiver request to be approved by the TOC. 

 

Corrections from membership discussion to the standards: 

3.10.0 – Recommended Interoperability Channels & Talkgroups for U.S. Government Radios: 

Page 5- Add LTAC9E-12E; 

Page 6- METPH1-4, change to public safety only 

 

3.14.0 – Use of ARMER ME TACs: 

Page 1 – change ME TAC1-8 to 1-10. 

Page 3 – grammar change to the patching language 

 

3.34.0 – Metropolitan Region Cache Radio Standard Programming:  

Page 3 – Under the zone table, change to “Encrypted Law Enforcement Caches Only” 

 

Motion made by Timm to approve the Metro Interoperability Zone change, standard updates and 

timeline with the amendments mentioned. Jeff Bjorklund seconded. Motion carried. 

 

COMT and COML approval for Marvin Turner 

Motion made by Gundersen to approve COMT and COML certification for Marvin Turner. Jansen 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

COMT Packet Guy Johnson 

Motion made by Gundersen to approve COMT certification for Guy Johnson. Jansen seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

Moves, Additions & Changes to the System 

 

Update on Removal of Voting from Interoperability System 

Ron Jansen reported no further progress since the last report. 

 

Removal of dual naming on metro channels in Statusboard 

Ron Jansen commented the state will send out a notice that the change will be made on January 

3rd and all reservations will not be carried over.  

 

Committee Reports 

Metro Mobility System Usage Update 

Dana Rude said the reports from November were incomplete because of the outage in Zone 2.   



3 
 

Ron Jansen asked Dana how the 40 radios that were moved to the UHF commercial system were 

working out?  Dana said they were working on the and they may move some of the scheduling 

systems to the UHF system as well. 

 

System Manager’s Group/Metro Owner’s Group Update  

Ron Jansen reported the MOG reviewed the 7.15 punch list from Motorola.  The SMG focused on 

the outage from the November outage in Zone 2.  They also reviewed the LTACE and SOAR 

standards.   

 

Scene of Active Repeater (SOAR) workgroup 

Rod Olson reported that the standard is going to the SECB tomorrow. Not using SOAs in a 

repeated fashion, it will be using the 8TAC’s.  

 

LTAC-E Change Management Workgroup 

Tretter said that Olson and Timm were on this workgroup, asked for an update.  Nate Timm 

reported it is going back to OTC for recommendations. 

 

Gundersen said that the OTC approved the LTAC -Es, it will go before State Interoperability 

Committee then will go back to the OTC before going to the board. 

 

 

National Weather Service Standard Workgroup 

Tretter reported the NWS standard was on the OTC agenda, but was tabled due to the significant 

changes to the standard since he was invited to the workgroup.  The standard was tabled until 

the next OTC meeting, for the metro region to review.  Tretter noted that Jim Stromberg, the 

workgroup chair, Shane Sheets from Caver County, and Dan Anderson from Hennepin County 

Emergency Management were present to discuss the standard and answer any questions as they 

were involved in discussions regarding the standard. Tretter stated he invited Todd Krause from 

the National Weather Service as well, but did not see him in attendance.   

 

Jim Stromberg briefed on the background of the draft 3.35.0 National Weather Service standard 

and the background of the changes.  He apologized that Tretter was not included in the last 

revisions and welcomed and questions.   

 

Scott Haas recommended the standard be rejected because it did not align well with the regional 

standard and changes the way the region already works with the National Weather Service.  

Chief Seal asked the committee to recommend what changes should be made.   

 

Jill Rohret addressed the financial piece that regions should not be responsible for any costs for 

the NWS, as no other ARMER participant has been required to be funded by a region.    

 

Dan Anderson commented the intent was that the funding would come from USAI, emergency 

management fund and not radio funds.   It was addressed by the radio committee that since it is a 

radio standard, that it would imply that the funding would be from radio.  Dan said that he was 

tasked by his emergency manger to be a part of workgroup, and was representing on behalf of 

Hennepin County Emergency Management for the Metro EM region.    Scott Haas said that he is 

also part of the Metro Emergency Managers group and was not aware this was approved by the 

Metro Emergency Mangers.   
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Tretter noted that Shane Sheets said that Carver County would be able to program the radios and 

train the NWS.  Shane said they can do so for the region.  Tretter asked Jill if Carver were to do so, 

would it need to be in writing.  Jill stated that the MESB would want it in a written agreement.   

 

Nate Timm addressed his concern that the NWS talkgroup should be allowed to be used with 

states whose counties border with Minnesota as there may be a need for mutual aid or 

coordination of weather notifications.    

 

Ron Jansen said a study should be done to determine if there is console capacity to program all 

the required NWS talkgroups.   

 

The consensus from the Radio TOC to modify the standard to address: the financial portion of the 

draft standard in regards that the regions are not responsible financially; to address what 

talkgroup would should be programmed into the PSAPs; change the ‘should’ to ‘shall’ throughout 

the standard; the regional talkgroups to be programmed agreed to by the region, not the NWS; 

and address regions adopting their own standard operating procedure.   It was requested that 

the MESB make the changes and forward them on to the OTC Chair. 

 

M/S/C Motion by Ron Jansen to amend the standard to address the financial portion of the 

standard so the region is not responsible, address what talkgroups to program in the consoles, 

change should to shall, leave it up to the regions what regional talkgroups the National Weather 

Service can program, and to allow regions to adopt their own standard.  Seconded by Scott Hass.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Reports from SECB Committees  

 

Steering  

Tretter said that they reviewed the SECB and ECN initiatives.  Also discussed was federal 

participation as the IRS enforcement division was inquiring about adding 150 radios to the 

system as they want to move them off their VHF system that is nearing end of life. 

 

Discussion arose from the Radio TOC members that Federal partners need to have sponsors, and 

wanted to ensure that the steering committee was made aware of the TOC’s opinion.  Tretter 

stated he would ensure it was addressed. 

 

Operations and Technical Committee (OTC) 

John Gunderson reported the OTC approved a plan for Clay County to amend their participation 

plan for an interface for the dispatch center for their VHF resources, that does not touch the 

ARMER system.   They also approved a plan for Rock County to move channel affiliation to 

another tower.   The OTC also approved the SOA-R standard and LTAC-E standards.   

 

Interoperable Data Committee 

Jake Thompson reported that he and Rod Olson have participated in a number of workgroups for 

the committee to prepare for the review of the state plan.  It was reported that AT&T will most 

likely be the vendor selected for the FirstNet RFP, but another vendor has filed a lawsuit because 

they were taken out of the running for the RFP.  The RFP is delayed due to the pending lawsuit. 



5 
 

 

Interoperable Communications (IOC) 

No report, no meeting last month. 

 

2017 Interoperability Conference to be May 1-3, 2017 

Tretter stated that he and Nate Timm were on the committee and there is a request for keynote 

speakers.  They have a meeting that is scheduled for January 12th. 

 

 

Other Business 

Regional Talkgroup Permissions Updates 

Red Cross  

Motion made by Scott Haas to approve Red Cross to use ME TACs1-10. Bjorklund seconded. Motion 

carried. 

 

CN Railroad 

Motion made by Nate Timm to approve CN Railroad. Eckel seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Ulie Seal introduced his replacement, Scott Gerber from Excelsior Fire, representing MN Fire 

Chiefs Association. 

 

Next Meeting January 25, 2017. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:58pm. 

 



 

U ​NIVERSITY OF ​M​INNESOTA 
 

 

Twin Cities Campus 
 

Department of Police 
 

Department of Public Safety 

 

100 Transportation and Safety Building 
511 Washington Avenue S.E. 
Minneapolis, MN  55455 

   

612624COPS 
Fax: 6126260534 

 

Mr. Troy Tretter, 
Regional Radio Services Coordinator 
Metropolitan Emergency Services Board 
2099 University Avenue West 
St. Paul, MN  55104 
 
 
 
Hello Troy, 
 
This is a request from the University of Minnesota Department of Public Safety to make a 
slight modification to our ARMER Participation Plan with the Metropolitan Emergency 
Services Board. 
 
We currently operate our Public Safety Emergency Communications Center (PSECC) 
with four (4) Radio Dispatch Consoles using the Motorola MCC7500.   We would like to 
add a 5th Radio Dispatch Console position.   This would allow us to use this position for a 
variety of activities including training, special events, future growth, as well as a backup 
in case we lose a console. 
 
Motorola has approved the contract and ANCOM will doing the installation upon approval 
from the appropriate Committees and Boards. 
 
Thanks to all, 
 
Chuck Steier 
Radio System Administrator 
University of Minnesota PD 
Department of Public Safety  
511 Washington Ave SE - TSB100  
Minneapolis, MN  55455 
(612) 626-7686 



















































Robin Brimmer 

Attachment B 

Minnesota COML Team 
Metro Region Communications Unit Leader 

Type III COML CERTIFICATION CHECK OFF 
   

The following items checked are included in this packet 

   

□   All Prerequisite Training Completed 

□ ICS 700 (Printout attached)   

□ ICS 800 (Printout attached)   

□ ICS 100 (a or b) (Printout attached)   

□ ICS 200 (Printout attached)   

□ ICS 300 (Printout attached) 

If you are part of the Minnesota training Website, A print of the HSEM Certification Record Completed 
courses main page with the above courses listed will be sufficient. 

 

□   Copy of Certificate from COML training 

□   Agency Certification (attached)  

□   Completed Task Book (with evaluator reviews) 

□ Copy of an Incident Action Plan, Incident Communications Plan, or After 

 Action Plan (only one needed)  

□   Final Evaluator Certification (attached) 

□   Regional Interoperability Coordinator review 

 
___________________________                     Troy Tretter 

                                (Signature)                                                                       (Printed Name) 

 

□   Regional Radio Board – Technical Operations Committee Review 

 
___________________________                      Scott Haas  
                (Chair of Radio-TOC Signature)                                                      (Printed Name) 

 
 

□   Statewide Interoperability Program Manager Review 

 
___________________________                   Jim Stromberg 

(Statewide Interoperability Program Manager Signature)                              (Printed Name) 































































































































 

 

Standard Name 

State 3.35.0 1 

Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response (ARMER) 

Standards, Protocols, Procedures 
 

 

Document Section 3 Interoperability Guidelines Status: DRAFT v-18 

Date: 12/01/2014 State Standard Number 3.35.0 

Standard Title National Weather Service ARMER 

Participation and Operations 

Date Established  SRB Approval:  

Replaces Document Dated 01/24/2013 

Date Revised  

 

 

1.  Purpose or Objective 

 

This standard establishes permission for National Weather Service (NWS) offices serving 

Minnesota to use ARMER, defines talkgroups, and establishes procedures for interoperability 

between the National Weather Service and public safety entities. 

 

 

2.  Technical Background 

 

� Capabilities 

 

All NWS offices serving Minnesota except the Aberdeen, South Dakota office are located within 

ARMER’s coverage area. 

 

Table A in the Appendix identifies the NWS offices serving Minnesota, the Minnesota counties 

they serve, and the Emergency Communications/Services Board (ECB/ESB) region to which the 

county belongs. 

 

� Constraints 

 

The National Weather Service is an atypical ARMER user.  Five of the six NWS offices serving 

Minnesota’s eighty-seven counties are within ARMER’s coverage area; one is not.  Of the five 

NWS offices within ARMER’s coverage area and capable of using ARMER, three are physically 

located outside of the state of Minnesota.  The NWS is not a public safety responder; NWS 

office personnel usually operate from fixed sites and are rarely transient.  Yet the information 

exchanged between the NWS and public safety entities during severe weather incidents is critical 

to public safety. 

 

NWS office coverage boundaries do not align with state boundaries or ECB/ESB region 

boundaries.   
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3.  Operational Context 

 

This standard establishes authority for NWS offices serving Minnesota to participate on 

ARMER.  As an ARMER Participant, the NWS office shall follow ARMER standards just as 

any other ARMER participant.  The NWS must enter into a Subscriber Agreement with MNDOT 

to participate on ARMER.  Each NWS office serving Minnesota is limited to five radio IDs. 

 

Each NWS office may utilize ARMER radios obtained by purchase, donation, or loan.  NWS is 

financially responsible for the maintenance, repair, and programming of its radios.  NWS shall 

work with ECB/ESB regions to determine appropriate code plugs.  NWS is financially 

responsible for its training on the use of ARMER.  ECB/ESB regions, HSEM regions or 

individual counties within those regions may opt to provide financial assistance to NWS offices.  

Documentation of this agreement shall be sent to the appropriate ECB/ESB.   

 

NWS offices must be able to quickly hail the public safety entities and have a dedicated talkpath 

for exchanging weather information with public safety entities.  NWS offices should not be 

hampered by multiple processes or with tracking down public safety to convey their message.   

 

Each NWS office serving Minnesota (except Aberdeen) is assigned a dedicated ARMER 

talkgroup for direct weather-related communication between the NWS office and public safety 

entities.  It is recommended that the appropriate NWS office’s talkgroup be programmed into the 

corresponding NWS office’s radio(s) and into fixed-station, public safety radios such as Public 

Safety Answering Points (PSAPs), Dispatch Centers, Emergency Operating Centers (EOCs), and 

mobile command posts served by that NWS office and responsible for communicating with the 

NWS.  A portable radio may be used when console limitations prohibit the installation of the 

NWS talkgroups. 

 

With the consent of the NWS office, its talkgroup may be programmed into other NWS office’s 

radio(s) and into fixed-station, public safety radios such PSAPs, Dispatch Centers, EOCs, and 

mobile command posts not served by that NWS office.  The NWS shall consult with the 

applicable ECB/ESB regions for technical guidance when deciding these requests. 

 

Unless temporarily necessary because of a weather event, no mobile or portable ARMER radio 

will be selected to a NWS office talkgroup other than that of the NWS office serving the county 

where that radio is being operated.  Also, unless temporarily necessary to support another NWS 

office, NWS office ARMER radios will not be selected to the NWS office talkgroup of another 

NWS office.   

 

Generally, NWS office talkgroups shall not be programmed into mobile or portable public safety 

field unit radios used by first responders or weather spotters in the field.  With the permission of 

the applicable NWS office, NWS office talkgroups may be installed in mobile and portable 

radios of incident commanders and local command staff (e.g. emergency managers; law, fire, 

EMS commanders; etc.) to relieve a PSAP of the responsibility to communicate with the NWS as 

well as for management and coordination purposes.   

 

Regional NWS talkgroups shall not be patched to other resources.  See Table B in the Appendix 

for a summary of talkgroup and patching recommendations. 

Deleted: ECB/ESB regions shall be responsible for maintaining, 

repairing, and programming the NWS ARMER radios of the NWS 

offices serving the region.  The regions shall also be responsible for 

training of NWS staff on the proper use of ARMER.  The regions 

shall share the cost and burden in a way they find agreeable or, in 

the absence of an agreement, proportionally split based by the 

number of counties in each region served by the NWS office (e.g. 

costs should be split 30/70 if the NWS officer serves 3 counties in 

one region and 7 counties in another region).

Deleted: The assigned 

Deleted: should 

Deleted: as Public Safety Answer Points (

Deleted: )

Deleted: Emergency Operating Centers (

Deleted: ), 

Deleted: should 

Deleted: should 

Deleted: should 

Deleted: should 

Deleted: to 

Deleted: should 
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NWS office radio IDs will be assigned from the State of Minnesota Miscellaneous Agencies ID 

pool.  Regional NWS talkgroups should be programmed with a statewide site access profile and 

given a Level 5 priority. 

 

Regional NWS office radios should have the following talkgroups programmed into their radios: 

• NWS talkgroup designated for the NWS office 

• MSPCALL 

• STACs 1-12 

• SEMTAC 

• 8C Conventional Interoperability Zone (8CALL and 8TACs) 
 

Regional NWS office radios may have the following talkgroups programmed into their radios: 

• NWS talkgroup designated for neighboring NWS offices for which the office serves as 
backup 

• Regional Interoperability Zones for the regions served by the NWS office (CALL and 

interoperability talkgroups). 

• Other regional talkgroups as mutually agreed by the owning region (e.g. METEM). 
 

See Table C in the Appendix for a channel configuration recommendation for all NWS office 

radios. 

 

 

4.  Recommended Procedure 

 

NWS offices serving Minnesota have identified ARMER as the preferred tool for notifying 

public safety of a weather event and for communicating with public safety during the event.   

 

NWS offices may enter into written agreements with individual PSAPs, individual Emergency 

Management entities, or individual public safety entities establishing unique procedures for 

hailing and communicating with those entities.  Such agreements must detail the procedure and it 

must be approved by the applicable ECB/ESBs. 

 

An ECB/ESB region may adopt one standard operating procedure for all entities within its 

jurisdiction and it may enter into a written agreement with the NWS office(s) serving that region 

establishing unique procedures for hailing and communicating with entities within the region. 

 

Copies of finalized agreements between NWS offices and PSAPs, Emergency Management 

entities, public safety entities, and ECB/ESB regions should be forwarded to the Department of 

Public Safety Emergency Communication Networks (ECN) for tracking purposes. 

 

Absent an entity- or region-specific agreement with the NWS, a NWS office wishing to alert 

public safety of a weather event will hail the affected counties and the Minnesota State Patrol 

Dispatch on its regional NWS talkgroup.  Upon response(s), the NWS office will utilize the 

talkgroup for two-way information exchanges during the weather event.   

 

Deleted: should 

Deleted: a 
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If an affected county does not answer, the Minnesota State Patrol Dispatch will follow up for the 

NWS office by contacting any entities that did not answer.  If the Minnesota State Patrol 

Dispatch does not answer on the regional NWS talkgroup, the NWS office may attempt to hail 

them on MSPCALL, via NAWAS, or by telephone.  When one NWS office covers for another 

NWS office, this procedure should be used rather than an entity- or region-specific procedure, 

should one exist.   

 

Each public safety entity may establish its own process for monitoring their county’s NWS office 

talkgroup.  This standard does not mandate that each public safety entity monitor their NWS 

office’s talkgroup. 

 

Authorized users wishing to call a NWS office may do so by hailing them on their NWS 

talkgroup.  NWS is expected to monitor their NWS talkgroup at all times.   

 

In the event additional talkgroup(s) are necessary for communications between NWS offices and 

public safety, STACs are the preferred choice.  Talkgroup assignments should be coordinated by 

a PSAP/Dispatch center.   

 

Big Stone and Traverse counties have a unique circumstance in that the NWS office serving 

those counties is located in Aberdeen, South Dakota, eighty miles west of the Minnesota border 

and outside of ARMER’s coverage area.  In an agreement between the Aberdeen NWS office 

and the counties of Traverse and Big Stone, Traverse County utilizes a South Dakota public 

safety radio channel to communicate with the Aberdeen NWS office and Traverse County serves 

as a liaison between the Aberdeen NWS office and Big Stone County. 

 

Except in an emergency, such as when established communications paths and processes have 

failed, ARMER shall not be used to facilitate communications between any NWS office and any 

entity outside of Minnesota. 

 

ECB/ESB Board regions may establish standards imposing stricter procedures. 
 

  
5.  Management 

 

The NWS and local entities are responsible for self-policing their adherence to this standard.  

Regional Interoperability Coordinators and the Statewide Interoperability Coordinator are to be 

contacted to assist with interpreting this standard or for initial conflict resolution. 

 

The ECN shall track agreements between NWS offices and local entities that deviate from the 

default practice. 

 

 

  



 

 

Standard Name 

State 3.35.0 5 

Appendix 

 

Table A 

National Weather 

Service Office 

Emergency 

Communications/ 

Services Region 

County 

Aberdeen 

South Dakota 
Central Big Stone & Traverse 

Chanhassen 

Minnesota 

Northeast Kanabec 

Central 

Benton, Douglas, Kandiyohi, Meeker, 

Mille Lacs, Morrison, Pope, Sherburne, 

Stearns, Stevens, Swift, Todd, Wilkin, & 

Wright 

Metro 
Anoka, Carver, Chisago, Dakota, Hennepin, 

Isanti, Ramsey, Scott, & Washington 

Southwest 
Chippewa, Lac Qui Parle, Redwood, Renville, 

& Yellow Medicine  

South Central 

Blue Earth, Brown, Faribault, Le Sueur, 

Martin, McLeod, Nicollet, Sibley, Waseca, & 

Watonwan 

Southeast Freeborn, Goodhue, Rice, & Steele 

Duluth 

Minnesota 
Northeast 

Aitkin, Carlton, Cass, Cook, Crow Wing, 

Itasca, Koochiching, Lake, Pine, & 

Saint Louis 

Grand Forks 

North Dakota 

Northwest 

Becker, Beltrami, Clay, Clearwater, Hubbard, 

Kittson, Lake of the Woods, Mahnomen, 

Marshall, Norman, Pennington, Polk, 

Red Lake, & Roseau 

Central Grant, Otter Tail, Wadena, Wilkin 

La Crosse 

Wisconsin 
Southeast 

Dodge, Fillmore, Houston, Mower, Olmsted, 

Wabasha, & Winona 

Sioux Falls 

South Dakota 
Southwest 

Cottonwood, Jackson, Lincoln, Lyon, 

Murray, Nobles, Pipestone, & Rock  
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Table B 

  

 

Table C 

Channel Zone A Zone B 
8C 

Conventional 

1 
NWS Office 

(Home) 

NWS Office 

(Backup/Neighbor) 
8CALL90 

2 MSPCALL 
NWS Office 

(Backup/Neighbor) 
8TAC91 

3 SEMTAC 
NWS Office 

(Backup/Neighbor) 
8TAC92 

4 
NWS Office 

(Backup/Neighbor) 
MSPCALL 8TAC93 

5 STAC-1 STAC-1 8TAC94 

6 STAC-2 STAC-2 8CALL90D 

7 STAC-3 STAC-3 8TAC91D 

8 STAC-4 STAC-4 8TAC92D 

9 STAC-5 STAC-5 8TAC93D 

10 STAC-6 STAC-6 8TAC94D 

11 STAC-7 STAC-7 8SOA1 

12 STAC-8 STAC-8 8SOA2 

13 STAC-9 STAC-9 8SOA3 

14 STAC-10 STAC-10 8SOA4 

15 STAC-11 STAC-11 
NWS Office 

(Home) 

16 STAC-12 STAC-12 MSPCALL 

*Additional zones are optional 

Talkgroup 

Requirements 
For Whom? 

Required NWS offices, PSAP’s, and EOC’s 

Highly Recommended Mobile Command Posts, Command Staff 

Recommended   

Optional   

Not Allowed  Public safety responders & “weather spotters” 

   

Cross Patch 
Standard 

Yes/No To Talk Group 

Soft Patch No  

Hard Patch No   

      

Managed via "Status Board" Application  No 
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Troy Tretter

From: Stromberg, James (DPS) <James.Stromberg@state.mn.us>

Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2016 2:13 PM

To: akruger@mankatomn.gov; al.fjerstad@co.mille-lacs.mn.us; Anderson, Cathy (DPS); Brad 

M. Peters; Choutka, Alan; Dan Anderson (Dan.Anderson@hennepin.us); Dave Pike; Dean 

Wrobbel; Donahue, Randy (DPS); Jerry Erickson; Jim Jarvis (James.Jarvis@hq.dhs.gov); 

John Hyde; Keith Pattison (kdpattison@charter.net); Keith Polipnick 

(keithp@co.douglas.mn.us); Keith Ruffing (keithr@saintpetermn.gov); Kerry Swenson 

(Kerry.swenson@co.cass.mn.us); Marek, Craig (MOHLTC); Marcy, Mark (DPS); Mark 

Vandenberghe; McPherson, Christine; Mike Sand; nate.timm@co.washington.mn.us; Rick 

Freshwater (freshwater.rick@CO.OLMSTED.MN.US); Sara Boucher-Jackson; Scott 

Mackissock; steve.olson@co.lake.mn.us; Tina McPherson; tina.lindquist@co.grant.mn.us; 

Wanchena, Victor (DOC); Schmidt, William (MDH)

Cc: Troy Tretter; Neuberger, Joe (DPS); Mines, Jackie (DPS); Bruning, Marcus (DPS); 

Donahue, Randy (DPS); Juth, Rick (DPS); Dave Thomson - Rochester Police Department 

(dthomson@rochestermn.gov)

Subject: December COMU Workgroup Conference Call Notes

Attachments: 2016-12-15 -- Conference Call Notes.pdf

Hello, COMU Working Group.  I hope you all had a great holiday and are enjoying a week off or, at least, a quiet work 

week leading up to New Years.  The ECN office has been quiet and I have been very productive – a nice change for me.   

 

When this group was formed last March we set out to discuss Minnesota’s COMU program, wrestle with some of the 

questions posed to me about the direction of Minnesota’s COMU, and to set us toward established goals.  I think we did 

a very commendable job and we are ready to move to move no to a new phase. 

 

I asked you to commit only through the end of the year but, during our November call, everyone on the call said they 

would like to stay on.  We also agreed to open the doors to new participants.  Here is who has clearly told me that they 

would like to stay on.  If you are not on the list or I don’t hear from you in the next couple of weeks, I will drop you off 

the email list – THANK YOU for your contributions!   

• Dan Anderson 

• Steve Olson 

• Alan Choutka 

• Mark Marcy  

• Joh Hyde 

• Jim Jarvis 

• Mark Vandenberghe 

• Dean Wrobbel 

• Keith Pattison 

 

I have not yet sought out new members for our workgroup.  At the January Interoperability Committee meeting, I will 

give them our regular workgroup update and I will ask the Committee to call out for new participants to join us.  In 

particular, I will ask the Interoperability Committee to formally seek a representative from each ECB/ESB region.  Of 

course, if you have a recommendation for this workgroup, please encourage that person to join us. 

 

I also want you to know that I have asked HSEM to formally add someone to our workgroup and they are researching 

the possibility.  They were glad to be asked and agreed that, as the COMU was part of the ICS, our efforts should be 

coordinated and harmonious.   
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Last, I am going to cancel the January call and get back to our monthly call rotation in February.  Watch for new meeting 

invitations. 

 

That’s all for now, folks!!  Have a great New Years. 

 

Jim Stromberg 

ARMER Program Manager / Statewide Interoperability Coordinator 

State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Communication Networks 

445 Minnesota Street, Suite 137, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 

651-201-7557 

651-296-2665 (fax) 

James.Stromberg@state.mn.us 

http://ecn.dps.mn.gov 
 


